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Communist “Defenders of the Faith” 


E HEAR that Barzilai, secretary of the 

Palestine Communist Party was arrested 
after his return to Russia for allegedly misinform- 
ing the Comintern in regard to the situation in 
Palestine. It would be interesting to know what 
the Comintern considers misinformation. Does 
the Comintern feel that the labors of the Pales- 
tinian disciples are not as effective as represented ? 
Were the despatches from Palestine too rosy, or 
were they “‘defeatist’”? Whatever the shortcom- 
ings of Mr. Barzilai as a reporter, tHe Comintern 
should be at peace. The zeal of the Palestinian 
comrades has not abated one jot. They are still 
working faithfully to arouse the Arab masses 
against the Jewish settlers. In fact, their tactics 
show a few improvements which should be com- 
mended in Moscow. The Communist proclama- 
tions have never hesitated to influence the Arabs 
against the Jews working peacefully in their midst, 
but previously the appeal was political. Appar- 
ently, however, the attempt to rouse the Arabs’ 
revolutionary passion has not been sufficiently 
productive. A more primitive motivation for 
further terrorism and murder had to -be found. 
Now the appeal is to the religious fanaticism of 
the Arab. The latest Communist proclamation 
(whose text we print below) is in some respects 
the most unscrupulous yet to issue from that 
source. The complete cynicism with which the 
Communists play on the powerful religious pre- 
judices of the Moslems marks a new low in Com- 
munist strategy in the Orient. The Communists 
have no illusions about the cultural niveau of the 
Arab masses. They are not wasting their time 
with quotations from Marx. And it seems that 
the force of the “nationalist-revolution” cry is 
also waning. But when all else fails, one weapon 
remains—Islam. If the Arab will not loot and 
kill with sufficient zeal for “political’’ motives, he 
may be trusted to do his best when his faith is 
involved. Nor are the Communists alone in their 
efforts to foment a holy war. Agitators from 
Syria, whose funds come from the revolutionary 


money-bags of Mussolini are also active in the: 


villages with the new slogan—the defense of 
Allah and Mohammed. Those who kill in the 
name of Islam will dwell with the houris of 
Paradise. 

The Communists in Palestine have long been 
keeping strange company. Mussolini and the re- 
actionary Arab leaders are curious bed-fellows 
for the followers of Lenin. Every new dispatch 


throws further light on the “revolutionary” char- 
acter of the Arab attacks. The Palestine terror- 
ist who attempted to assassinate the Egyptian 
Prime Minister recently confessed that he was a 
member of the “‘Green Shirts”, a Fascist organiza- 
tion associated with the pan-Arab movement; the 
history of the other terrorist bandits is equally 
pure. But the Palestine Communists have strong 
stomachs—they can take it. They have learned 
a lot from their allies. No one can accuse them 
of being dogmatic in Palestine; just how undog- 
matic they have become may be judged from the 
unexpected interpretation they are giving to their 
famous tenet — “Religion is the opium of the 
people.” No, we will not charge the Palestine 
Communists with being doctrinaire. They will 
not leave friend Mussolini alone as “Defender 
of the Faith.” If opium is to be ladled out, they 
too will enter the drug-business, despite the ortho- 
dox Communist objections to this branch of hu- 
man endeavor. When Czarist officials instigated 
Russian peasants to slaughter Jews in the name 
of Christ, religion, we gather, was the opium of 
the people, but when anti-religious Communists 
inflame fanatical nations to slaughter Jews in the 
name of Mohammed and the Grand Mufti, what 
revolutionary metamorphosis takes place? How 
loudly do they chuckle in Moscow as they read 
these frenzied appeals for “religious liberty”? 
Or is the Comintern ‘“‘misinformed”? The text 
of the proclamation speaks for itself: 

“Call a general assembly! 

“Determine your stand on the open attack on 
your religious liberty!” 

That is the headline. Below it are discussed 
the extraordinary strong-arm activities against 
the Arab people of the imperialist power, “which 
is a prelude to the imposition of the partition plan 
by force.” “Imperialism hopes that all these 
strong measures will help toward establishing 
security, but it will soon realize that such tactics 
are merely oil spread on the fire.” 

Arab and Moslem feelings are aroused to 
“come to the defense of our existence, our liberty, 
the unity and sovereignty of our country.” 

“Imperialism is trying to impose its rule over 
your (i. e., the people’s) religious affairs, it has 
robbed you of your legal right to conduct your 
Wagf (Moslem Taxation Fund), your religious 
courts, and your other religious institutions. 
Therefore, proclaim. your’ absolute refusal, and 
your preparecnéss to'fight for your rightst* 





“Your Cadis (religious judges) and Ulma 
(clergymen) and all leaders of the Supreme Mos- 
lem Council must publicly declare their stand 
against the infamous attack on their honor and 
rights. Let them convoke a conference, and pro- 
claim their stand. The people will join them and 
lend their support in the struggle. 


“The four members of the Moslem Council 
were elected by the people’s representatives. It is 
their duty to refuse to cooperate with the new 
Commission appointed by the government to con- 
trol the Wagf. 


“People! Better to close your mosques and 
your religious courts, than to agree that your 
Imams (cantors) shall serve British imperialism, 
who will prescribe what to preach Fridays and 
what to teach in the mosques. They will go even 
further, if you will remain quiet. They will yet 
forbid your Jmams to read the verses (in the 
Koran) on the Jehad (holy war) and to denounce 
imperialism. They will not permit any verse (of 
the Koran) that inspires us with strength and 
determination to fight against them! 


“Call a conference of the spiritual leaders, the 
Cadis, the Imams, and preachers, and all officers 
of the Moslem Council! Let them proclaim a 
strike—auntil the government will restore to the 
people their religious rights, and will dissolve the 
new Commission, at the head of which are English 
imperialists—the Commission aiming to control 
Moslem affairs! 

“Boycott this Commission. Do not negotiate 
with it. Every one who cooperates with it is a 
traitor to his Fatherland, a renegade! 

“Close the mosques and courts until the gov- 
ernment returns your stolen rights, and will re- 
frain from meddling in your religious affairs. 

“People! Raise your ringing voice and de- 
mand: 

(1) “The return of the deported leaders, and 

the amnesty of the imprisoned; 

(2) “The restoration of the ‘Supreme Mos- 
lem Council’ and the national committees, 
with their full powers; 

(3) “Dismissal of the new Wagf committee 
and the restoration of Haj Amin Hus- 
seini (the Mufti), to his position, and full 
authority to the Moslem Council; 

(4) ‘“‘Nullification of all fines on the villages, 
dismissal of all special police, who are 
paid by special assessments on the villages; 

(5) “Stoppage of destruction of houses, and 
other brutal acts of imperialism. 

“These,” ends the proclamation, “are your de- 
mands, from which you must not retreat. Vic- 
tory will surely come with the help of Moslems 
and Arabs from all countries.” 

It is signed, “Central Committee of the Pal- 


estine: Communist Party.” 


JEwisH FRONTIER 


HOODWINKED BY THE KU KLUX 


HE KU KLUX KLAN has emerged from its 


temporary decline. The hooded gentry again 
ride through the South with increasing boldness. 
Particularly in Florida where a band of white- 
robed men and women recently raided a Miami 
Night Club, the Klan is growing in membership 
and influence. Those who are in a position to 
know claim that there has been a change in the 
type of member belonging to the Klan. Previ- 
ously the chief recruits of the Klan belonged to a 
lower social strata, but now the “respectable” 
people are joining up. That pubtic officials in the 
South have frequently been members of the Klan 
for reasons of political expediency is a melancholy 
fact sufficiently publicized by the case of Justice 
Black. Now, however,. the supposedly “better” 
classes—pegple who lack the feeble excuse that 
they joined to get votes—are participating in the 
Klan’s activities. In other words, to the oppor- 
tunists have been added genuine adherents. 

What is the new appeal of the Klan? There 
has been a superficial change in the Klan’s pro- 
gram. Whereas previously its emphasis was on 
racial and religious prejudice, now the cry is 
against communism. Another rallying call is a 
crusade against immorality—as witness the night 
club raid in which over a hundred Klansmen 
smashed furniture and assaulted entertainers. 

Were the Klan organized to pick violets and 
distribute them in Old Ladies’ Homes, it would 
still be a secret organization imposing its will 
anonymously. No matter what the avowed objec- 
tive of the Klan, or how fine the members, its 
methods are those of a lawless mob dangerous in 
its anonymity, accountable to no one behind the 
concealing visor of the white hood. Of course, 
we really have no illusions as to the nature of the 
Klan’s purposes. However it may strive to soft- 
pedal the religious or racial issue, we know that 
the Klan is, at it has always been, the sinister tool 
of reaction and bigotry. Any one of the “best 
people” who joins up with a different belief, is, to 
put it mildly, being hood-winked. 


SWASTIKA IN DELAWARE 


b igecw JEWISH freshmen in theUniversity 
of Delaware (Joseph Holzman, Ray Hecht 
and Lee Roach) were waylaid by sophomore mem- 
bers of a Delaware fraternity at a lonely spot 
seven miles from Newark, Delaware, and were 
branded with swastikas. Since hospital authorities 
deny that the burns resemble any particular design, 
it may turn out that the behavior of the frat boys 
was just a case of plain hooliganism and need not 
be tied up with “incipient” or full-blooded Ameri- 
can Nazism. But the facts themselves are dam- 
aging enough: it is no mere accident that the vic- 
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tims of the outrage are all Jewish boys and that 
the charge of fascism has been raised. The whole 
occurrence is indeed a symptomatic repercussion 
of anti-Semitic sentiment which Nazi sources are 
now promoting in American university life. The 
swastika—though far from fluttering over our 
American institutions of learning—is daily becom- 
ing a greater and greater menace. No matter 
what happened in Delaware, the growing anti- 
Jewish sentiment in undergraduate academic cir- 
cles can not be passed over lightly. And what 
is organized American Jewry doing to counteract 
this Nazi sowing of Jew-hatred on the college 
green? Nothing much. The total forces of the 
American Jewish Congress youth movement, the 
Hillel Foundation, the Jewish Students Associa- 
tion, the Avukah, and the Young Poale Zion 
Alliance do not even scrape the surface of a diffi- 
cult situation. We hope that the incident in Del- 
aware may help to stir up a profounder under- 
standing of the responsibility American Jewry 
owes to its youth on the campus. 


WHICH WAY SOUTH AMERICA 


HE NEW DICTATORSHIP established in 
Brazil by Getulio Vargas bears all the ear- 
marks of fascism. It has proclaimed democracy 
bankrupt, abolished all political parties, and arro- 
gated to itself both the privilege to legislate by 
decrees and the right to perpetuate its own power. 
True to the fascist model, it has imprisoned op- 
ponents ‘for their own safety” and proposes to 
replace labor unions with a -‘national economic 
guild.”” And as excuse for forming an authoritar- 
ian absolutism, it proffers none other than the 
familiar bogey of a non-existent Brazilian Com- 
munism. Naturally these measures caused the 
press in Berlin and Rome to hail the Vargas 
“revolution” as a fresh vindication of the Nazi 
cause and of the corporate state idea. Whether 
Vargas will actually make Brazil thoroughly to- 
talitarian and join Germany and Italy in their 
anti-Communist pact with Japan, still remains to 
be seen. For the time being, the new dictatorship 
is apparently too much engrossed in closing its 
hold on the Brazilian population to risk an overt 
act of alliance with the fascist world conspiracy. 
Moreover, in order to gain the good will of the 
American government and of American capitalists, 
Vargas finds it politic to talk grandiloquently of 
‘a good neighbor policy” and to announce that he 
contemplates reducing the Brazilian export tax 
on coffee, nuts, cocoa, beans and hides. However, 
if the present dictatorship has not yet shown it- 
self fully fascist, there can be but little doubt 
concerning its ultimate direction. Inasmuch as 
the Nazi movement is firmly entrenched in Brazil, 
where the dominating elements consist largely of 
descendants of peoples in the world’s fascist 
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countries (a million and a half Italians, a half 
million Germans and 200,000 Japanese) the worst 
may be expected. Besides, what has happened in 
Brazil is only too likely shortly to take place in 
other Latin-American countries where sympathy 
for Franco, Mussolini and Hitler has for some 
time in the past been sedulusly fostered and fin- 


anced by German and Italian agencies. Under 
the circumstances American public opinion which 
wishes to discourage or isolate fascism in Latin 
America cannot afford to adopt an ostrich policy 
of “watchful waiting” or content itself with a 
conventional expression of “‘traditional friendship 
relationships.”” Democratic America seeking to 
protect itself against the menace of fascism on 
this side of the Atlantic should do something more 
positive. It ought to counteract the tactics of 
fascist states which are spending vast sums of 
money in propaganda and are directing the trade 
investments of their nationals to fit in with fascist 
strategy. The virulent Hitlerist propaganda in 
Latin America must be met by a planned pro- 
democratic propaganda maintained by American 
funds. And the government in Washington should 
be made aware that it is endangering its own 
existence through continuing to countenance the 
use of American capital as an instrument for sup- 
porting the subversion of democratic institutions 
in the Western hemisphere. 


A LUNATIC SPEAKS OUT 

O THE CONSTERNATION of the entire 

grand stand and to the amazement of mil- 
lions of listeners to the British television 
broadcast, England’s Armistice Day rites failed 
to go off smoothly. All preparations were made 
with meticulous care. In the hollow square of 
soldiers and sailors surrounding the London ceno- 
taph stood King George, arrayed in the khaki 
uniform of a field marshal—all set to lead the 
empire into a two-minute silent prayer for peace. 
Nearby willing hands kept a wreath in readiness 
for him to place on a new statue of Field Marshal 
Haig. Prime Minister Chamberlain and other 
representatives of Britain and its Dominions rev- 
erently waited for their cue to deposit impressive 
floral offerings to the heroic dead. Ex-service 
men, too, who had been blinded in the World 
War. were all primed to file past in lock-step and 
sightlessly lay their own garland upon the ceno- 
taph already covered with flowers. Everything 
thus proceeding according to program, Big Ben 
struck out eleven times as a signal for king, digni- 
taries, factories, shops and busses to become silent 
for the prescribed sacred two minutes. And then 


—the whole ceremony went pfft. The stillness was 
shattered piercingly by a shrill voice which broke 
into the solemnity with the cry: 
hypocrisy. 
war.” 


“Stop all this 
You are deliberately preparing for 
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The person responsible for this rude but chal- 
lenging shout was none other than a brave English- 
man of the breed that speaks its mind, regardless 
of ceremonies, an unl:nown middle-aged, hatless 
individual answering to the name of Stanley 
Storey. Promptly Home Secretary Sir Samuel 
Hoare declared that man to be an escaped lunatic 
—committed last January to an asylum for hav- 
ing created a disturbance in the House of Com- 
mons gallery. Storey, commented Sir Samuel, is 
a pathological case, “obviously suffering from a 
delusion.” But this allegation does not seem al- 
together obvious, to us at least. For only a few 
days after the cenotaph scandal, Sir Samuel him- 
self rose in the House of Commons to urge that 
vast sums be spent in supplying the entire British 
population with gas masks. “Every country— 
Germany, Italy, France and Russia,’ expounded 
the government supporter Duncan Sandys (a son- 
in-law of Winston Churchill), ‘has been perfect- 
ing war-preparations for many years.” And since 
Germany has already invested well over 400 mil- 
lion pounds on air-precautions, it follows that 
England, too, (if it is to save itself from a 
“knock-out blow”) must quickly join the race for 
armaments. These statements may or may not 
be true. But, in any case, they definitely demon- 
strate that Storey was not quite so insane as the 
British authorities give out. His “delusion’’ is 
manifestly a sad reality. The only obvious thing 
about the affair is that in a world wherein the 
so-called sane are mad, only a lunatic dare speak 
out the bold truth. 


A WEEK'S WAGES FOR PALESTINE 


Zionist leaders have long entertained the con- 
ception of voluntary self-taxation for the Jewish 
homeland. The notion that Jews the world over 
should consider themselves financially liable for 
the reconstruction of Palestine in the same way 
that citizens of any state must participate in the 
financial burdens of government, is one that has 
been advanced at various times. The decision of 
the American Socialist-Zionist party to tax itself 
with a definite sum for Palestine is a step in this 
direction: it is a step which all sections of Jewry 
should follow. The words of the resolution 
adopted should find an echo in every walk of 
Jewish American Life. The decision of the mem- 
bers of the Poale Zion to tax themselves one 
week’s wages for the Jewish homeland has both 
dignity and sweep. It is worth emulating, not only 
because it may be an effective money-raising 
scheme for the reconstruction of Palestine, but 
because self-taxation introduces an element of 
discipline and order into an enterprise too great 
for merely impulse. The undertaking in Palestine 
is‘too vast and too serious to rely on individual 
caprice. Every Jew must accept an obligation 
which cannot be shirked. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


SOVIET TRADE UNIONS 
HAT THE leaders of the Soviet trade unions 


should desire an anti-fascist front with the 
Trade Union International is not surprising. Dur- 
ing its dozen years of uncertain and varied exist- 
ence, the Red Trade Union International was 
never what its creators had hoped. Although at 
various times, it had fairly large trade union 
affiliates in Germany, the Balkan countries, Aus- 
tralia, Japan, Brazil and Czechoslovakia, by 1932, 
of its 17 million membership all but half a mil- 
lion were in the Soviet Union. In France, alone, 
was the C.G.T.U., an important dual union move- 
ment. The Hitler regime in Germany, the re- 
surgence of unionism in the United States, gave 
the final touch to the dual union policy. And in 
1936, the last of the Red International unions, 
merged with the C.G.T.U. in France. Thus, the 


Soviet trade unions were left without any inter- 


national affiliations, at precisely the time when 


the “new line’? would have demanded that they 
influence international trade union bodies in anti- 
fascist fronts which in their terms meant the de- 
fense of the Soviet Union. The step toward the 
Trade Union International was even more neces- 
sary, in the light of the rejection of any perman- 
ent United Front between the Second and the 
Third International, due largely to the influence 
of the Belgian and the British members of the 
former. Finally, the threat to the Popular Front 
in France meant a threat as well to the Soviet 
French alliance. If the Trade Union Interna- 
tional could be brought to the support of that type 
of anti-fascist front, so much to the good. 


What is not so clear is why certain forces in 
the Amsterdam International should have con- 
sented, if they did, to such an alliance. The 
attitude of Sir Walter Citrine, President of the 
Trade Union International, is decidedly unfavor- 
able to Soviet policies. At the moment, it is true, 
the largest federation within the International is 
not that of the British unions, but the French 
C.G.T. According to press accounts it is Johaux 
of the C.G.T. who is forming this alliance with the 
Soviet trade unions. But why? From a number 
of sources, there have been reports that the Com- 
munists are not making matters any too easy in 
the unified C.G.T., pushing for equal representa- 
tion and power where they form only a minority, 
and in general so conducting themselves as to 
make Socialists wary of any political unity with 
Communists. Moreover, the Soviet trade unions 
are not, in the strict sense of the word, trade 
unions comparable in function and administration 
with those of the other members of the Trade 
Union International. Is this a new stiffening of 
the line to aid the Spanish loyalists? There is 
little in the press accounts thus far to throw light 
on the situation. 
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DEFENSE — NOT REVENGE 


B irsaaper HAVE been many outside of Pales- 
tine who wondered how long Havlaga—the 
self-imposed restraint of the Jewish Community in 
the face of repeated outrage—could endure. 
There have even been*some who doubted the wis- 
dom of this dicipline. When the first act of retal- 
iation took place; when six Arabs were shot on 
November 14th by the Jews, it was feared that the 
long, tragic endurance of the Palestinian commu- 
nity had at last snapped. However, there were no 
grounds for this fear. The immediate reaction of 
the Yishub showed that we were faced with an iso- 
lated anti-Jewish, as well as anti-Arab, act, which 
in no way indicated a change of temper or con- 
viction on the part of the Jewish community as a 
whole. Every responsible Jewish body in Pales- 
tine condemned the killings in terms which left no 
doubt as to the stand of Palestinian Jewry in re- 
gard to Jewish terrorism. The Jewish Agency and 
the Vaad Leumi, the Jewish National Council, ex- 
pressed their abhorrence of such retaliation in 
statements of moving eloquence. The memorable 
words of Dr. David Yellin, whose son was slain 
by an Arab terrorist a few weeks before, spoke 
for Palestine Jewry: “When an Arab was killed 
after the slaying of my son, my whole family was 
shocked for we all felt that the murder of one 
innocent son cannot atone for the murder of an- 
other innocent son. We are proud that even in 
the most difficult days an Arab could pass unafraid 
and unmolested in Tel Aviv itself and in Jewish 
quarters of other cities.” These are noble and 
magnanimous words. What is perhaps even more 
remarkable than the moral grandeur of one indi- 
vidual, is the fact that this utterance represents the 
ethical stature of 400,000 people tortured and 
goaded for nearly two years. It is easy enough 
for us who sit apart in safety to understand that 
terror must not be fought with terror; that it is 
neither righteous nor politic to combat violence 
with a counter-violence which strikes not the per- 
petrators of the crime, but the innocent. It would 
also have been possible for “us to understand, 
though not condone, a wave of retaliatory acts. 
Unwillingly, we would have understood the bitter- 
ness which drove a desperate community to the 
madness of vengeance. But we have been spared 
the necessity for this understanding. We have 
been spared the graceless task of counselling forti- 
tute and calm to human beings on the firing line. 
We have been spared the shame of urging lofty 
sentiments on the victims of evil. The shock 
evoked by the first Jewish outrage to occur in 
almost two years, shows clearly enough how pro- 
found a part the conception of Havlaga plays in 
the spiritual life of the Palestinian community. It 
is more than strategy—a fear to let loose uncon- 


trollable forces on the population—though the 
element of common-sense naturally figures. It 
becomes obvious on reading the Palestine press 
that the sense of horror felt by the Jewish commu- 
nity was evoked not merely by the criminal folly 
of the Jewish terrorist, but chiefly by his brutal 
immorality. No innocent son must be slain to 
avenge another innocent son. 


There is little doubt that the Arabs were killed 
by a political group which has more than once 
endangered Palestine and Zionism by its reck- 
less disregard of the discipline and will of the 
Yishub. Jabotinsky is reported to have expressed 
his satisfaction at the outrage: Jews should “hit 
back.” Jabotinsky knows well enough that they 
“hit back.”” They hit back with valor and intelli- 
gence every time that they are openly attacked. A 
raid on a kvutzah is not met meekly. But there 
can be a question only of hitting, not of hitting 
back, when a shot is fired at random, when its 
purpose is not to repel an assailant, but vengeance. 
Self-defense is one thing; anonymous revenge is 
another. Palestine Jewry has not sunk to the 
level of jungle savagery and desert blood-feuds. 
It has not striven to emulate or equal the Arab 
terrorist. It has created its own noble and heroic 
pattern of conduct, a pattern which is, in a sense, 
a contribution to the spiritual history of man. 
The overwhelming majority of Palestine Jews 
who have achieved the difficult mastery of them- 
selves under agonizing provocation have the 
right to expect a similar self-conquest from others. 
Jabotinsky has done harm before, but the oppor- 
tunities for havoc which now offer themselves to 
an irresponsible and inflamed mind are infinite. 


In this connection one should remember that a 
considerable part of the Arab press has also pro- 
tested against continued violence. Both Al Jamin 
al Islamia and Ad Difaa have come out with 
protests against terrorism as a method of strug- 
gle. This attitude, together with the appeal is- 
sued jointly by the Arab and Jewish merchants 
of Jerusalem is a hopeful sign. Perhaps the indig-. 
nation of the Jewish community at Jewish terror- 
ism has had an effect. Agriculture is not the only 
contribution which the Jew may make to the 
reconstruction of Palestine. The municipal coun- 
cil meetings of Palestine now begin with a roster 
of the dead fallen in the past week. And the 
roster concludes with the words “‘may these be the 
last.” We too repeat as we read the lists of the 
victims, ‘‘may these be the last.” And if these be 
not the last, we know that the Jewish struggle 
will continue fearless, but pure, as before. 
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American Labor’s Political Future 


epee in GAINS—and its alleged losses—in 
the November municipal elections cannot be 
summed up in a mere table of successful and 
unsuccessful candidates, put forward or backed 
by labor. We know that in New York City, the 
American Labor Party polled a vote of almost 
half a million, that it elected five out of 26 City 
Councilmen and can count on an additional mem- 
ber of the Council who is a Labor Party adherent, 
even though he ran on the Fusion ticket. Mayor 
LaGuardia, of course, was not the candidate of 
labor alone. Indeed, it has been pointed out that 
in New York City, the labor vote was less than 
25% of the total vote, although it probably tip- 
ped the balance in LaGuardia’s favor. 

In cities and towns of Western Pennsylvania, 
the situation resembled that of New York. In 
Pittsburgh and surrounding territory, the Demo- 
cratic ticket, endorsed by the C.I.O. which dom- 
inates in this field, won all municipal offices in- 
cluding that of the mayor. Ten other mayors 
and burgesses were elected, nearly all of them 
actual C.I1.O. members and in three cases in for- 
mer strongholds of steel company towns. Alto- 
gether 40 C.I.0. candidates won in these elections. 
There was, however, no separate Labor Party 


in the field. 

By contrast, labor was “defeated” in Akron 
and Detroit, both centers of recent militant labor 
struggles in rubber and automobiles, as well as in 
Canton, Ohio, one of the fortresses of “little 
steel”. The New York Times and other non- 
labor periodicals drew the conclusion that labor 
was more likely to make political gains where it 
had not been too fiery on the strike line. This 
attitude overlooks first that both Akron, Detroit 
and Canton are examples of cities dominated al- 
most completely by the corporate interests in a 
single industry; second, that labor in these cities 
has only recently been organized (in contrast with 
the older and powerful building, printing and 
other non-basic industries’ unions in New York 
City); third, that where, in New York City, la- 
bor in a given industry has recently been organ- 
ized (retail stores, restaurants, shipping), this, 
too, has been in a period of militant struggle. 

The Daily Worker, on the other hand, drew 
the conclusion that in New York and in Western 
Pennsylvania, labor, in the mayoralty campaigns, 
had participated in a genuine people’s front, in 
Akron and Detroit, on the other hand, the C.I.O. 
unions tried single-handed to put across their 
candidates. Since it was not a people’s front 
campaign, they had the added disadvantage of the 
opposition of reactionary elements in the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


These two analyses of labor’s success and de- 
feats in the November elections both overlook 
the amazing fact that in Detroit, labor’s candi- 
date polled 35% of the votes, in contrast to the 
24% polled in New York. In Akron, too, the 
labor candidate polled probably 30,000 to his 
rival’s 35,000 votes. Even more significant is a 
failure to realize why labor, led by C.1.O. unions 
in Akron and Detroit, followed a course different 
from that pursued by the American Labor Party 
in New York (also dominated by C.I.O. unions), 
and from that of the C.I.O. unions in Western 
Pennsylvania. 

There are in existence today a variety of 
forms in which labor is politically organized. 
Under practically each of these forms local labor 
groups have met with some success. In Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin and in Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
a political labor party, not based primarily on 
trade union afhliation, has elected a Socialist and 
a Social-Democratic mayor. In the Northwest, 
particularly in Minnesota, the coalition of pro- 
gressive farmer forces with labor, has made for 
success in state and at times in municipal elections. 
In New York, politically conscious organized la- 
bor in 1936 chose to do nothing more than work 
for the re-election of Roosevelt and Lehman, 
even though it set up a distinct Labor Party, 
based on trade union as well as on individual 
afhliations. This year, it again backed a candi- 
date run by one of the older parties, but made 
the progressive step of putting forward its own 
candidates for City Council, for State Assembly 
and other state offices. The campaigns in De- 
troit and Akron were, as pointed out, backing 
candidates endorsed only by organized labor, and 
only by the C.I.O. 

Why these differences? Do the recent elec- 
tions prove that any one form is superior, from 
the point of view at least of immediate success, 
to another? What significance have these vari- 
ous forms in the possible formation of a national 
labor or labor-farmer party or slate in the next 
presidential elections ? 

None of these parties is revolutionary in the 
Marxian sense of the word. Since they are based 
on immediate needs and situations, the answer 
as to the differences in form might conceivably 
be found in the differences of the local economic 
and political set-ups in each of the communities. 
Thus, in Detroit and Akron, where large-scale, 
finance-controlled industry, dominated the pollit- 
ical, social and economic life of the community, 
class lines, after the beginning of the C.I.O. or- 
ganization, have been sharply drawn. There is 
a large working class group, and only a small 
middle class. The sweep of the new movement, 
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the sharp clash between the unions anu local 
authorities, gave some basis for the hope that 
the union members, their wives and their imme- 
diate circle, would vote the union ticket. If this 
had happened by their sheer numbers they could 
have ousted from political office the former anti- 
labor officials. Actually, some defections to the 
C.I.O. slate from the A. F. of L. did take place. 
[It was a coalition of the reactionary forces which 
defeated a new and vigorous political labor move- 
ment. It was not the absence of a people’s front 
tactic which lost the election; such a tactic would 
have made no headway in Detroit or Akron; 
there was no considerable progressive farmer, 
small business or white collar‘ and professional 
element with which to unite. 

In New York City, on the other hand, although 
organized labor is numerically strong, the major- 
ity of the members of the A. F. of L. unions had 
long traditions of political connections with the 
older parties; the industrial wage-working class 
is no more important in the total population than 
the white collar and professional group; there was 
a strong anti-[ammany tradition; and LaGuar- 
dia’s record was comparatively “good”. By back- 
ing LaGuardia the American Labor Party earned 
the good will of many conservative A. F. of L. 
unions, whereas in Detroit and Akron, labor’s 
mayoralty candidates had to oppose the group 
already in power. In New York City, labor’s 
endorsement went to a man already in office. 
(This was also true in Pittsburgh.) From the 
point of view of immediate gains, the tactic of 
the American Labor Party was as well, but no 
better suited to the New York situation as the 
Detroit automobile workers’ methods to theirs. 
Finally, in the unionized steel: and coal towns of 
Pennsylvania, organized wage workers formed 
such an overwhelming numerical majority that 
only the tie-up with the present political party in 
power in the state need have kept it from putting 
out a straight labor party program and ticket. 

Obviously, farmer-labor alliances are not fac- 
tors in most municipal elections, although they 
have been and will be in state elections. In Min- 
neapolis, the farmer-labor form is a local reflec- 
tion of the state organization. The Minneapolis 
truck drivers who form the most articulate group 
in the farmer-labor party (and the split amongst 
whom was partly responsible for the defeat of the 
last farmer-labor candidate in the city) owe their 
livelihood to the fact that Minneapolis is the 
marketing center for a large agricultural territory 
in which the radical farmer element predominates. 
In only a few cities will such instances of economic 
identity be as obvious and elementary. In Min- 
nesota, South Dakota and other North and mid- 
Western semi-industrial and _ semi-agricultural 


states, the Communist-inspired “‘people’s front’’- 
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the old parties has been decisively turned down by 
organized labor and organized farmers. 

The successes of Daniel Hoan in Milwaukee, 
and of Jasper McLevy in Bridgeport, are due 
much more to the personalities of these leaders, 
than the definitely Socialist character of their 
programs. Essentially, they are, to a mixed work- 
ing and middle class electorate, the embodiment 
of clean, honest government. 

Can a national labor or farmer-labor party be 
built out of these diverse forms and scattered 
local parties? Do all or a decisive majority in the 
organized labor union movement believe in the 
formation of such a party by or before 1940? 
What factors seem to indicate that such a party 
might have more of a political future than pre- 
vious experiments, especially that of the back- 
ing of LaFollette in 1924 by organized labor? 

It has often been uttered as a truism that work- 
ers turn to political labor movements only during 
periods of recession or depression. During per- 
iods of prosperity, they have more “realistically” 
turned to winning of gains on the economic field, 
gains which are impossible to make in the face 
of unemployment and insecurity. It is not insig- 
nificant that the recent local labor political cam- 
paigns were made during a period of “‘prosperity”’, 
when organized labor was increasing its member- 
ship, and gaining wage increases and union recog- 
nition. The reason for this exception from the 
tradition of the past is simple: for the first time, 
government, federal, state and local, has directly 
and positively intervened in the area of industrial 
relations. And organized labor, the A. F. of L. 
as well as the C.1.0., reversed its fifty-year old 
tradition of asking only one thing from the federal 
government in labor relations—that it keep its 
hands off and pass no legislation restricting labor’s 
right to organize. The A. F. of L. stood back 
of the N.R.A., of the Wagner Labor Relations 
Act, the social security measure, and similar state 
legislation. Many A. F. of L. unions participated 
in Labor’s Non-Partisan League. In the local 
field, the direct confrontation to organized capital, 
of strikes in mass production plants, brought local 
government sharply and directly into the arena 
of industrial conflict. 

When organized labor decided to back La- 
Follette as an independent presidential candidate 
in 1924, its ranks included less than 4 million, of 
whom less than three million were in the A. F. of 
L. (Five years previously the totals had been 
considerably higher.) Today, the ranks of or- 
ganized labor include double that number. There 
are in existence now local labor parties, or labor 
farmer alliances, whose chief strength is drawn 
from this trade union membership, and differing 
thus from the labor and farmer-labor parties of 
the post-war period. And, as pointed out above, 
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the issues on which trade unionists can unite poli- 
tically are more directly economic-political issues. 
The current recession shows how quickly all the 
anti-labor forces are uniting against the Wagner 
and similar laws, against certain provisions of 
social security measures. The test of labor’s 
gains of the past three years on both the economic 
and the political fields is now at hand. Labor’s 
Non-Partisan League was created as a national 
organization in the summer of 1936, mainly to 
organize labor politically for the re-election of 
President Roosevelt. In 1939 it may find itself 
forced from within by the articulate local sections 
already organized on a more independent politic- 
al basis, and from without, by the forces of reac- 
tion, to be something more than a Non-Partisan 
League pressing for labor legislation. Already it 
is beginning conferences with representatives of 
the left-wing Farmers’ Union. 

In the three years which intervene between 
now and the national elections, certain factors 
will be important in whatever decision organized 
labor makes about its entry upon independent 
political action. One of these will be the final 
outcome of the present efforts to reunite, on a 
sound basis, the unions now in the C.I.O. and in 
the A. F. of L. Even failing this unity, however, 
a miracle might occur: the business recession may 
be brief and the C.I.0. may be able to continue 


The Jews and Jesus 


LMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY with the 
courageous memorandum addressed to Hit- 
ler by German army chaplains, showing that one 
of the Kultur-objectives of the Nazi movement is 
the destruction of Christianity, a Russian Jew, 
who made his name in American literature years 
ago, delivered a public appeal to the Jews to 
accept Jesus. The appeal is published in the 
December issue of The Atlantic Monthly under 
the title “An Epistle to the Jews” (a chapter out 
of John Cournos’ new book which is to be pub- 
lished shortly by the Oxford University Press.) 
John Cournos has felt himself urged, it seems, to 
utter his own “Shema Israel!’ and, like the apostle 
Paul in his “Epistle to the Hebrews”, to call upon 
his fellow-Jews to repent. Repentance for him 
means to go back to the source of the Jewish 
spirit in the person and the teachings of the pro- 
phet of Nazareth, and, in a certain sense, to re- 
deem the true, that is the Jewish Gospel from the 
hands of the Gentiles, and to become once more a 
light unto the nations of all the world. 
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its gains in the mass production, the white collar 
and the service industries, at such a rate, that it 
can embark politically on its own, with the aid 
of pro-labor elements among the farmers. The 
second factor will be the extent to which the 
labor-supported “progressives” in the two old 
parties will live up to the hopes which organized 
labor has placed in them. 

Whatever the outcome in 1940, two long-time 
trends seem fairly certain. One is the continued 
existence of local political action by organized 
labor, wherever possible in alliance with farmer 


groups, and more and more on an independent: 


basis. It is inconceivable that the newly organ- 
ized millions will let industrial relations slip back 
to the conditions of 1929. Nor is it possible that 
they can keep their gains and move onward with- 
out sharp conflicts with the dominant economic 
and political powers. The second is the increas- 
ing importance of the national government in 
every phase of economic life, in industrial rela- 
tions, in settling the fate of the farmer, in deci- 
sions as to how to deal with the unemployed 
millions and the increasingly insecure white collar 
and small business groups. These two trends 
furnish both the objective background and the 
subjective will to power for a labor party on a 
national scope, to a degree never before possible 
on the American scene. 


@ by Hayim Greenberg 


His train of thought is quite simple and by ne 
means original: The Mosaic law, the old Testa- 
ment in general, was the first important stage in 
the development of religion and morals. Juda- 
ism, and through Judaism the whole of mankind, 
reached the highest point of this development in 
the person of Jesus. Between Jesus and the old 
Testament stands Hillel, a kind of herald of the 
Evangelical illumination. Jews, however, stopped 
with Hillel and refused to recognize Him who 
is greater than Hillel and who carried the triumph 
of the Jewish genius to its greatest completeness. 
In modern times the Jews produced a new social 
prophet, Karl Marx, but Marxism is a step back- 
ward and not forward. The teachings of Marx 
are closer to what Cournos calls ‘““Mosaism’’ than 
to Christ’s evangelism, a regression to worldli- 
ness, to the cult of physical force, of organization, 
of formal law, of formalism generally. The Old 
Testament “materialism” of the Marxist move- 
ments of liberation is a danger to the world and 
a danger to the existence of Judaism. True sal- 
vation lies not in the intellect, not in new social 
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legislation or social institutions, but in the univer- 
salism and the freedom of Christianity. The 
Gentile world observes the externals of Christian 
faith, but for these many centuries has been prac- 
ticing in life the Mosaic principles of ‘‘an eye for 
an eye.” The conclusion is that Jews must save 
the world from Mosaic inertia, recognize Jesus as 
their “greater prophet” and become an ideal 
Christian people as an example to the rest of the 
world. 

I heard similar words from a Jewish girl a few 
months ago in Europe. She came from Vienna 
to the Zionist Congress in Zurich to show the 
Jews the way to true redemption. I don’t know 
why I was chosen, but I was the first to whom she 
revealed her “secret”. For over a year, she told 
me, she had been having visions, true revelations 
—Jesus came to her frequently and complained: 
“Why did you crucify me? Why have you hated 
me for so many generations? Why do you let Gen- 
tiles distort my teachings, defile my image by their 
deeds? Take me back to your bosom, confess in 
me the brother. You will never find any haven of 
rest until you recognize me. The world hates you 
because you hate yourselves, and you suffer a 
greater hatred because you persecuted and re- 
jected me.” 

The Jewish girl, in short, had had her “revela- 
tion of Jesus.” The apostle Paul saw visions on 
his way to Damascus; she experienced her ‘‘Da- 
mascus”’ staying at home in an aristocratic suburb 
of Vienna. Her “plan” was simple, with the sim- 
plicity of all specially sensitive, “fixated” persons 
who suddenly become capable of “hearing voices 
and seeing visions.” She proposed that the Zion- 
ist Congress should declare its acceptance of Christ 
and his teachings: Jews the world over should 
proclaim an annual day of fasting for the sin they 
had committed when they crucified their Messiah; 
in Palestine the ‘Judaeo-Christian Mother 
Church” should be established. Everything else 
would follow automatically. 

I have read William James’ Varieties of Reli- 
gious Experience and the collection of interesting 
human documents which he incorporated into his 
book, and I would not find it hard to find a psycho- 
logical explanation for the visions and voices of 
the rapt maiden of Vienna. I am also aware of 
the category under which, correctly or incorrectly, 
modern psychiatry would class her state of mind 
and her experiences. Her words, however, were 
for me much more “convincing”’ than the philoso- 
phizing of John Cournos;. more convincing be- 
cause genuine, not thought out or thought up. 
My Viennese aristocratic former Communist, who 
has lost faith in all the kingdoms of man, even 
in those which may still arise, and who now seeks 
her salvation in the “kingdom of God”, bases her- 
self on facts. To her it is a fact that Jesus was 
the only one whom God sent to save the world, 
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that no other and no greater than he can ever 
come, that he alone was divine; to her it is a 
fact that he was crucified, that he soon arose from 
the dead and that he sits for all eternity ‘‘at the 
right hand of the Father”; and to her what she 
hears with her own ears, what she sees with her 
own eyes in her revelation in Vienna are facts 
equally: Jesus shows himself to her and speaks 
to her. One cannot argue against ‘facts’. The 
possessed are always absolutely right. 

But what does John Cournos mean when he 
speaks about Jews and Christianity? He has not 
been seized by any religious Dybbuk. His taste 
rebels against materialistic philosophies; but his is 
not the only delicate palate in this respect. He 
dislikes Marxism (the modern incarnation of 
‘“‘Mosaism’’, as he believes) and especially Lenin- 
istic Marxism; and he is not alone in this intellec- 
tual antipathy. What he believes is that there can 
be no social movement which can solve the primal 
problems of human existence, and that the world 
needs a purely religious renovation. Anyone who 
overcomes the stupor of the cheap wine of posi- 
tivism and of a God-lessness still primitive despite 
its apparent modernistic veneer, will agree with 
him. But what has all this to do with the accep- 
tance of Jesus, with recognizing him as the center, 
the eternal center of cosmic life, as the only 
source of religious renewal ? 

For Jesus to be considered the center of cosmic 
spiritual life it is not enough to “recognize”’ him, 
to admit that he was a great teacher, “greater 
than Hillel” and sublime in his martyrdom. One 
may agree to all this, one may inscribe Jesus in the 
list of Jewish prophets, as Cournos desires, even 
making him—a thousand pardons for the vulgar- 
ism—the “star” of all the Jewish prophets. But 
for a person who has no faith in his more or less 
literal divinity, in his “monopolistic” possession of 
the dignity of the Son of God, for a person who 
does not feel His death to be the eternally central 
point of the drama of cosmic existence, Jesus can- 
not become the only source of spiritual salvation. 
When a believing Christian declares that his sal- 
vation is in Christ, even though it be an empty 
and meaningless phrase to all of us, to him, for 
his logic and the “facts” upon which his logic 
rests, it has a very concrete meaning. For him 
Jesus is not simply another prophet (for how 
great can the greatest be in comparison with the 
Infinite and the Absolute?), but embodied and 
disembodied Divinity. Communion with Christ— 
with the Christ, and not the historical Jesus—is for 
him a mvstery of salvation. But in this Jesus of 
the Gentiles, Cournos admits he has no faith. For 
him Jesus is a teacher, a poet, a prophet, a 
historic person, a chapter in the history of cul- 
ture, “greater than Hillel” and “greater than 
Karl Marx” (These very praises would be con- 
sidered sacriligious by a true, non-“literary” 
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Christian )—how can this “‘being greater than” be- 
come the center of religious renewal for all ages? 
If we are to discuss simply the question of a liter- 
ary Canon”, or a Pantheon of Jewish geniuses 
and saints, then there are many modern Jews who 
might be persuaded to admit the New Testament 
as a legitimate part of classic Jewish literature, 
and to allow the erection of the Nazarene car- 
penter’s statue in the Jewish Pantheon. After 
I. H. Brenner and S. I. Hurwich in Hebrew lit- 
erature and Zhitlovsky and, if I am not mistaken, 
Sholem Asch, in Yiddish literature, we cannot be 
taken by surprise by this sort of proposal from 
John Cournos, who probably does not know the 
names of these “pro-Jesus Jews’. S. I. Hurwich, 
[ remember, reached the point, in his last writings, 
of recognizing Jesus as the greatest Jewish pro- 
phet. This may have been a correct or an incor- 
rect evaluation in the philosophy of literature or 
the history of culture. But he did not perform 
that leap into the Jesus-cult which John Cournos 
is ready, or thinks he is ready, to perform. Pos- 
sibly because Hurwich knew just a bit more 
about Jewish religious development than John 
Cournos knows. Perhaps because he was aware 
that many, if not all, of Jesus’ themes had found 
vague expression during several centuries in the 
creation of the Talmud, of the Agadah and the 
Midrash, and a more definite expression later 
through the voices of the Kabbalists and- the 
Hassidim. Perhaps because he saw the same ten- 
dency towards universalism, towards greater free- 
dom and less formal law, and the same rejection 
of “Mosaism” in that later Jewish religious de- 
velopment which Cournos, with his limited knowl- 
edge of Judaism sees only in Jesus? 

Some ninety years ago a few hundred sectaries 
who had been brutally persecuted in their Father- 
land came to America from Germany. They 
settled in Missouri and later in Iowa, where their 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren live to this 
day. They called themselves “Die Gemeinde der 
Wahren Inspiration”. They were persecuted in 
Germany because these simple, unlettered, de- 
vout peasants had persuaded themselves that in- 
spiration, the Holy Spirit, had not left the world 
after Jesus’ times and that “the Heavens can be 
split open” for anyone perhaps at any time; that 
any one of them might expect to hear God’s voice 
directly making such revelations as had not bee 
vouchsafed even unto Jesus. 

It is not important here to relate the history of 
the religious dumb-show and mumbo-jumbo which 
grew out of this sect; what is important is that at 
a definite moment people who were brought up 
in the Christian tradition completely threw off the 
chains of Christo-centrism and adventured self- 
reliantly into the infinitude of spiritual and religi- 
ous possibilities. It had to be a Jew and one who, 
quite likely, grew up, as one may guess from his 
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article, with a specifically Jewish anti-Jesus com- 
plex, who today proclaims a religious renewal 
centering in Jesus, or culminating in him. Such 
a phenomenon would be intelligible, if we were 
confronted by one ‘‘possessed”, by a man of the 
Pauline type or—may the one time “Apostle to 
the Gentiles” pardon the comparison—of the 
type of my Viennese maiden. But Cournos is not 
one “possessed”; he sees no visions and hears ne 
voices and Jesus has not shown himself to him 
face to face on his ‘‘Galilean hills.” 

This is not to say that I cannot conceive of 
sincere religious conversion in the case of worldly 
and “normal’’ people of our time. Such conver- 
sions occur in individual cases. They may in time 
occur in much larger numbers. The character of 
such conversion must however, be different, freer, 
more autonomous, more individualistic, less bound 
to the texts of religious scriptures, and to person- 
alities who were of importance in historical relli- 
gious achievements. 

For the modern man the way of religious re- 
newal is the way of solitude and loneliness. No- 
body may dream his dreams for him nor suffer 
his tremors. Moses, the Law Giver, Hillel the 
Sage, Jesus, Francis of Assisi, Rabbi Moses 
Cordovera, Spinoza, and the Baal-SShem (and 
why only the representatives of Judaeo-Christian- 
ity? Why not also the teachers, seers, and pro- 
phets of the Far East, especially of India, to whom 
we give so little thought because of our narrow 
perspective and our cultural provincialism?) may 
be his supports, those who awake and admonish 
him, but he will have to carve out for himself the 
substance and truth of religion; his ‘“‘revelations”’ 
will have to be his own. 

How much more modern and free was once 
Rabbi Levi Izhak Berditchever, in an environ- 
ment of dogmatic belief, and as Cournos would 
say, “Mosaistic’’ religious culture. Concerning 
Reb Lieber, a pious Jew of those times, it used 
to be told that he had experienced ‘‘a revelation 
of Elijah” and the Rabbi of Berditchev once 
grew angry on hearing this repeated. ‘The matter 
was not so; Elijah the Prophet had a revelation 
of Reb Lieber.” In this extreme, almost provo- 
cative form, Rabbi Levi Izhak is said to have 
expressed his idea of autonomy, of not making 
any person the center of religious life. 

I suspect, however, that in the case of John 
Cournos the problem is not so much a religious 
one, in the strict sense of the word. In the back- 
ground, it seems to me, lurks an entirely different 
motive, the motive of national self-compensation. 
Cournos is very sensitive about the present status 
of the Jew in the world; he beholds the presence 
of the demon of anti-Semitism, which rules Ger- 
many and is preparing to spread its venomous 
dominion over all the world. Somehow, he feels, 
the Jews must give answer to humiliation and in- 
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sult. The suffering must somehow be sublimated, 
get a meaning and a purpose. His anti-Hitler 
complex (more to be expected and more acute and 
morbid in an assimilated Jew than in a “Jewish 
Jew’) must have some outlet. ‘Thus occurs the 
thought of compensation. Cournos reasons along 
these lines: The rabbis must openly and forth- 
rightly declare that Christ is our own, our very 
own flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. Yes, 
he is our Jewish prophet, our greatest prophet, the 
keystone of our highest faith. We will answer the 
challenge of Hitler’s “Mein Kampf” by declar- 
ing Christ’s war for establishment of a free Spirit- 
ual Kingdom on the earth. 

This, I believe, tells the story—an answer to 
Hitler and the future Hitlers whom the stars 
foretell in other lands. Jews must continue to 
exist, must exist as Jews, as tortured Jews. How 
can one grow reconciled to this compulsion? The 
assimilated Jew, when he makes such a discovery, 
sees only one way for himself: Jews must be 
charged with a mission, if not of propagating Ju- 
daism throughout the world then of propagating 
Christianity. The assimilated Jew must get him- 
self some “compensation” for being a Jew under 
compulsion. And the only possibility of national 
compensation is a superiority-complex, a new 
Chosen-People feeling. Megalomania under .a 
certain circumstance becomes the only “logical” 


13 


escape. And something of such an assimilation- 
chauvinistic psychosis is now being displayed by 
John Cournos. 

Hitler and Hitlerism wish to annihilate the 
Jews and are making ready to destroy Christian- 
ity; then let us answer them with Judaeo-Christian- 
ity: let us make Christianity the banner of the Jew- 
ish struggle for existence; let us proclaim to all 
who wish to hear that the world is preparing its 
ruin because it does not live in the spirit and 
after the teachings of our greatest Jewish pro- 
phet; let us Jews then become the collective 
Christ of the world, the nation of martyrs and 
world-saviours. Is there a war to the end against 
the Jewish race? To be sure, yes. But on the 
other hand Jesus was born of this race, and 
through it will come the final salvation of the 
whole world. Individual Jews, missionaries, in 
ancient times “conquered” Greece and Rome; the 
collective missionary, the Jewish race, will ‘‘con- 
quer”’ the whole world. 

And who knows? It may be that Saul of Tar- 
sus once voyaged from land to land with just such 
a superiority complex, that with just such a hun- 
ger for “compensation” he dreamed in his Roman 
jail how the whole known world would soon bend 
its knee before the image of a poor, defenseless 
Jew born in a small province of the Roman 
Empire. 


I Meet Germany Again 


i gunn YEARS ago when I left Germany I 
was just another German-Jewish emigrant. 
There are so many of them today that it is hardly 
worth while to talk about the individual at great 
length, especially so, when his fate is such an 
ordinary one as mine.. But first, I must explain 
the rather puzzling statement that I was a Ger- 
man Jew. I shall not defend the statement as 
such (although I well know that it will silently 
be challenged by many), but just give a brief 
description of what I-—and, I think, with me the 
majority of German Jews—meant by it. I was a 
German, and that I could belong to any other 
nationality or cultural group never entered my 
mind. I had German (meaning: Gentile) friends; 
I loved the country, German books, and German 
music, and I thought sincerely that the achieve- 
ments of the German people in the past—in the 
field of philosophy, science, and music—could 
hardly be equaled by any other people in the 
world. I was a German, and in spite of the 
noticeable anti-Semitism never questioned that 
“fact” for a minute. I was a Jew, as others were 


Christians, Mohammedans, or Buddhists (I 
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thought). I had never thought of changing my 
religion because I had no cogent inner reason to 
do so. I went to the synagogue on all the major 
holidays, learned a little Hebrew in Sunday school, 
and a little more about Jewish history. I was a 
Jew, and some of my Jewish memories, for in- 
stance, the regular lichtbenschen on erev shabath, 
are among the dearest memories which I took 
away with me when leaving home. If anybody 
had asked me what I was, I should have answered 
—a German Jew. Yes, probably with the accent 
on the German, believing there were French, Eng- 
lish, and American Jews also, but at the same 
time with a stress on the Jew too, contrasting it 
with German Protestants, or Catholics. 

When I left the country I suffered greatly from 
homesickness. I had no longing to go back to the 
old country, no, none whatever. But the ground 
under my feet had given way, and now I felt 
homeless like those that lost house and possessions 
in a terrible disaster. It is not easy to find a new 
home. Let nobody tell you it is. I have travel- 
led through the States, from west to east, from 
east to south, and spoken to hundreds of German 
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immigrants. They are all “homesick” under- 
neath, “homesick” for a “home”. It is not easy 
to find a home. 

I have lived in California since I came to this 
country. The West is a long way from the old 
world. I did not want to hear much nor to speak 
much of the conditions in Germany. I was indif- 
ferent. I spoke the language quite frequently at 
the university and with friends. But the language 
did not seem to be related to the country at all. 
At times I tried to find out what my relation to 
my former homeland was (in letters to friends), 
but I am afraid I did not see my present position 
very clearly. Everything connected with Ger- 
many seemed to be surrounded by a vague haze. 
Even when mother came, the country did not 
come with her. “Home” did, but the Germany 
that was ours before the great change or the 
Germany as it is now after the great change still 
lay somewhere in the darkness of no man’s land. 
The one lost like a beautiful dream, the other 
threatening like a nightmare. 

The day came when I met Germany again, 
when I set foot on German territory again, when 
I stepped on a German boat, the Bremen, New 
York, Pier 86. Perhaps you do not know it, but 
a German boat represents Germany. On any boat, 
regardless of its nationality you set foot on that 
particular country’s territory. 

Slowly and very carefully I go aboard. Mother 
and a cousin of mine are with me. 

The first thing I see is a sign “Herren-und 
Damenfrisiersalon”, telling everybody that there 
is a barber shop as well as a beauty salon. I look 
at the sign and stop. Some seconds go by before 
I know what it says. And then, even after I have 
translated it into English (which, God knows, is 
not half as good as my German) I do not under- 
stand the meaning of it all. It is not possible, 
there are no “Herren-und Damenfrisiersalons”’ 
in this world. I am dreaming. Nothing like that 
exists. It cannot exist because I do not want it to 
exist. I am dreaming, and everything around 
me is unreal, does not exist. A spectre is haunting 
me. The spectre of the “Herren-und Damen- 
frisiersalon’’. 

The cabin is satisfactory, an outside cabin. The 
interior decoration of the dining rooms, bars, and 
dance floors display exquisite taste. Officers are 
courteous. Another sign. Swimming hours for 
passengers of the tourist class every day from 15 
to 17 o'clock. The English translation is given 
under it... from 3 to $ pm. A glance at the 
clock, and I remember vaguely that German clocks 
count the day in 24 hours. German clocks. No, 
not German clocks. There are no such clocks. It 
is all nonsense. Why should anyone say 15 o'clock 
instead of 3 p.m. It is not true. I donot want to 
believe it. The clock is wrong. Somebody is play- 
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ing a joke on me. And I am falling for it... 
Somebody is playing a good joke on me... 

I am writing a postal. Just a postal. Dear K: 
... the hour of the final good-bye has come. We 
are thinking of good friends ...I stop. The 
pen... my God, what is the matter with the pen? 
But now I am quiet inwardly, not excited as | was 
a few moments ago, for the hour of the final 
good-bye has come. I turn to mother (she is 
quiet, too, surprisingly quiet) : ‘‘What is the name 
of this pen, mother? I have forgotten.” There 
is only one pen like this, and it is the pen my 
father used at home and I learned how to write 
with. “Bremer Boersenfeder’, my boy. Oh 
yes, “Bremer Boersenfeder” .. . right, quite right, 
how coud I have forgotten. And I see I cannot 
translate its name into English. “Bremer Stock- 
marketpen”, how impossible that sounds. Isn't 
there anything like it in English? Did this pen 
really exist once? On my father’s writing desk 
and in my first memories of school-life. I am look- 
ing at it for a long time, dreaming... 

But not for long. For now we are standing 
on the upper deck. In the big salon is a mute 
Hitler bust, high above flutters the swastika, be- 
low on the third class deck, a group of people, 
strangely dressed in black and white, almost as 
though they were wearing a uniform, are singing. 
Germans like to sing. Night covers us. We are 
standing in the dark. There are many lights on 
the lower deck. From far away the Empire State 
Building blinks through the fog. What are they 
singing down there? I can only catch the refrain, 
for I do not know the song. 

Warum ist es am Rhein so schoen? . . . Why 
is it so beautiful on the Rhine? The refrain re- 
turns again and again. And the swastika is flut- 
tering in the ocean breeze. Why is it so beautiful 
on the Rhine ...? “Why?” I mumble, and we 
three, standing on the upper deck in the dark with 
only a few around us, look at each other, and do 
not know the answer. Why not Paris, or the 
Nile, why not the Panama Canal, or the Fisher- 
man’s Wharf in San Francisco, why not Rockefel- 
ler Center in New York .. .? Are they not beauti- 
ful? Why not they? Why, why ... Why a 
swastika that is red because of the blood Jews 
shed . . . why exile . . . why sorrow and suffering 

. why separation and early death . . . why not 
German Jews and German Protestants and Ger- 
man Catholics . . . why exile, banishment, home- 
lessness . . . why, why, why . . . Why is it not 
beautiful on the Rhine? It is not. We do not 
want it to be. We cannot bear it to be beauti- 
_ 

And now we know the answer. It is not beauti- 
ful because you, down there, the singing crowd, 
are not beautiful. Your hands are not beautiful, 
your mouths are not beautiful, your voices are not 
beautiful, your minds are not beautiful. They are 
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soiled, unclean, base. How can anything you 
touch, anything you say, anything you sing, how 
can anything you think be beautiful ? 

And then everything is ugly. All of a sudden. 
The people, the language. This is not the same 
language I have spoken so often’ in these three 
years and [ still speak with my parents and friends. 
It is not the same language. I know it is, and I 
also know it is not the language that has turned 
ugly. It is the people, it is the people that speak 
it . . . German sounds, singing, a swastika flag 
waving in the wind, and a mute Hitler bust... . 

Here the story ends. It ends with the rather 
dangerous admission on my part that I did not 
meet Germany after all. Germany does not exist. 
A spectre is haunting me. A spectre... Herren 
—und Damenfrisiersalon . . . barber shop and 
beauty salon... 

Two hours later my cousin and J are sitting in 
the waiting room of the Pennsylvania Station in 
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New York. It is past midnight, and we are 
weary, sad and exhausted. I am waiting for 
the train to Washington, New Orleans. All the 
other people in the waiting room, probably with 
the same destination, are Negroes. They, too, 
are tired, and most of them are sleeping. We do 
not exchange many words, each of us is convers- 
ing with himself, following weakly his wandering 
thoughts. “How did you feel on the German 
boat?” We do not know. Perhaps we really 
don’t, or perhaps we are only too tired to express 
it in words. At any rate, we understand each 
other silently. A new world around us. New 
York and Los Angeles. And now I am going into 
the deep South. A new world, and we are still 
between heaven and earth struggling for ground. 
A new world around us, new worlds within us. 
Yes, new worlds within us... New worlds that we 
must win if ever we want to find ourselves again. 


Do Jews Shun Manual Labor ? 


A! THE beginning of the 19th century there 
were only about 3,000 Jews in the United 
States. Only during the decade of 1840-1850 did 
Jews begin to come in considerable numbers. 
These were mostly German Jews of the lower 
middle class who were possessed of little culture 
but of much pluck. 

The United States, at the time of their arrival, 
was pushing its frontiers to Florida, Louisiana, 
the Pacific Coast and Mexico. New settlements 
were springing up all over the continent, while on 
the Atlantic seaboard all sorts of new industries 
were arising. The latter created an active de- 
mand for a class of itinerate merchants who would 
advertise and sell the commodities manufactured 
in the East to the pioneers in the thousands of 
new settlements which dotted the sparsely popu- 
lated stretches of expanding 19th century America. 
In those days railroads did not yet span the conti- 
nent, national magazine advertising by means of 
such mediums as the “Saturday Evening Post’’, 
“The Ladies’ Home Journal” or “The Country 
Gentleman” had not yet developed, while the ubiq- 
uitous radio and automobile were yet to come. 
The German-Jewish immigrants, who were petty 
traders in their old home, thus found in America 
a virgin field for their trading. Together with 
the non-Jewish Yankee trader they followed the 
frontiersman; since, at the time, they performed 
an important economic function, they were suc- 
cessful and prospered. 

Towards the close of the century, the East 
European Jews began to arrive. They came in 
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multitudes, and soon exceeded in number all the 
previous arrivals put together. What did these 
East European Jews do when they came here? 
Unfortunately, there is no statistical information 
available on which to base a direct and accurate 
answer ‘to this question. However, we have sufh- 
cient data telling us what they were on landing in 
America, and some data, which may serve as 
straws in the wind, pointing to the occupational 
lines they followed on their arrival in the country. 

Between the years 1899-1910, a total of 1,074,- 
422 East European Jews entered the country. Ac- 
cording to the occupational classification of these 
immigrants by the United States Immigration 
Commission, 36.8 per cent were skilled workers, 
comprising tailors, masons, carpenters, shoe- 
makers and others; 17.4 per cent were engaged in 
miscellaneous occupations, 45 per cent had no occu- 
pations, and 0.7 per cent were professionals. The 
professional group consisted mainly of Hebrew 
teachers, musicians and rabbis. 

The non-occupational class, which claimed 45 
per cent of all the Jewish immigrants, consisted 
largely of women and children. If we deduct the 
number of Jewish women and children from the 
total number of Jewish immigrants and confine 
the analysis only to the male occupational group, 
we find that the skilled workers formed 67.1 per 
cent of all Jewish adult male immigrants. This 
is a very high proportion. According to the 
United States Commissioner of Immigration, “all 
the races contributed not only much smaller pro- 
portions (of skilled workers) than the Jews, but 
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very much smaller absolute numbers to the total 
body of skilled laborers.”” The proportion of un- 
skilled workers among the Jewish male immi- 
grants in the occupational group was 11.8 per 
cent; servants, 11.1 per cent and farm laborers 
only 1.9 per cent. If we add up all these figures 
we find that the proletarian element made up no 
less than 91.9 per cent of all the Jewish immi- 
grants reporting occupations.* 

This is what the Jews were, in the main, when 
they came to the United States—a nation of 
workers, of proletarians. What have they be- 
come here? Three factors shaped the course and 
destiny of Jewish labor here in the United States 
at the end of the 19th and at the beginning of the 
20th centuries. These were: 

(1) The United States ceased to expand. The 
era of the frontier was closing. By the time the 
Jews of Eastern Europe came to America, the 
railroads cut across the continent in many direc- 
tions, rural mail delivery was established, big mail- 
order houses were organized, and national maga- 
zine advertising became the vogue. The rural 
mail delivery and the railroads could do now the 
work of the itinerant merchants more efficiently 
and cheaper. The peddler became a declassed 
being. His was no longer the gate to wealth, but 
the road to poverty. 

(2) The majority of the East European Jews 
who came:-to the United States were skilled needle 
workers; 36.6 per cent were tailors, 10.0 per cent 
were seamstresses and dressmakers. Including 
the closely allied trades, such as hat and cap 
makers, milliners, etc., the needle workers com- 
posed practically one-half of the entire body of 
skilled Jewish labor. In proportion to the non- 
Jewish immigrants, Jews claimed twelve times as 
many clothing workers, while the proportion of 
tailors among Jews was 25 times larger than 
among non-Jews. 


(3) In the eighties, at the time the Jewish im- 
migrants skilled in needle work came to America, 
the manufacture of clothing (I use the term in a 
broad sense, including men’s and women’s wear, 
underwear, hats and caps) was emerging into a 
great American industry. 

Till the Civil War almost all clothing was made 
by hand. During the War, soldiers’ uniforms be- 
gan to be manufactured on a large scale for the 
first time. Inventions multiplied, the sewing ma- 
chine was invented and improved, also the cutting 
knife. Fashions became simplified. The manu- 
facture of clothes for men became a national in- 
dustry in the years 1870-80. Ready made wo- 
men’s clothes followed later. 


* This analysis was in the main corroborated by the findings of the 
late Dr. Rubinow who in a monograph prepared for the U. S. Govern- 
ment many years ago, came to the same conclusion, though using different 
data. He used data of the Russian Census taken in the year 1897, and also 
the data collected by the Russian-Jewish society for the advancement of 
agriculture and crafts among Jews. 
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The demand for men and women to run the 
machines of this expanding industry was very 
great, and industrial agents awaited the immi- 
grants on the pier and directed them into the cloth- 
ing shops. 

Mr. George Cohen, in his book ‘“The Jews in 
the Making of America,” says: “The reason for 
the Jewish preponderance in the clothing industry 
is not far to seek. Tailoring is a sedentary occu- 
pation and therefore has an appeal to the Jew 
who is unfit for the heaviest kind of manual 
labor.” This is a ridiculous explanation of a 
great historic phenomenon. 

The Jews of Russia and Poland took to tailor- 
ing not because it was a sedentary occupation but 
because it was one of the few occupations they 
were allowed to engage in. The Jews of Russia 
and Poland were forced to make a living from a 
few occupations, and they overcrowded them all. 
Almost all the blacksmiths of the Russian Pale 
were Jews, and so were most of the traders in 
grain. The first occupation required physical 
strength and muscular exertion, the other a busi- 
ness brain. 

There were many tailors in the Russian Jewish 
towns, because tailors were needed. Tailoring 
was done by hand. There were no machines. 
Hence there was a larger demand for tailors to 
supply clothing. 

To say that the Jews went into tailoring be- 
cause it was a sedentary occupation is first false 
to facts and explains a phenomenon by one of its 
attributes. It is like explaining why Negroes work 
on the cotton fields by saying that they love to 
work outdoors under the Southern sun, neglect- 
ing entirely the many historical forces which dis- 
placed them from their native soil and planted 
them on the American cotton plantations. 

Since then many years have passed. The 
Americanization of the Jew proceeded at a fast 
pace. Depressions followed boom periods, and 
boom periods followed depressions, till the great 
Coolidge Era arrived. -In the meantime Ameri- 
can industries grew, American commerce ex- 
panded, the number of industrial technological 
inventions multiplied, and the American ways of 
doing business and producing commodities became 
increasingly mechanized. The cumulative effect 
of all these changes generated a growing demand 
for technical and professional workers, office 
clerks, accountants, stenographers, typists, sales- 
men, saleswomen, and agents of all sorts. As a 
consequence the flow of Jews, as of non-Jews, 
into the industries was checked and was re-di- 
rected into the professions, the arts and the white 
collar occupations. 

How big was this demand for office workers? 
In 1870 there were 366,752 persons engaged in 
office work of all sorts; in 1930 the number rose 
to 7,949,455, an increase of 2167.5 per cent. 
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In 1870, the office workers formed but 2.9 per 
cent of all people gainfully employed; in 1910— 
10 per cent, 1930—16.3 per cent. Or express- 
ing the same fact in another way, we learn that 
in 1870 there were 1,926 typists, accountants, 
clerks, etc., per every million inhabitants. In 
1880-—2,999; in 1910—16,569; in 1920—26,- 


‘691 and in 1930—30,336. Almost a sixteenfold 


increase in office help in relation to population. 

A large increase in the number of people em- 
ployed as salesmen and saleswomen had also oc- 
cured during these years. In 1870 there were 
6,139 clerks (in stores) per every million inhab- 
itants; in 1920 the number increased to 14,565 
and in 1930 to 19,469, a threefold increase in 
relation to population. 


There was a similar increase in the number of 
people in the professions that are related to the 
industries (and which professions today are not 
related(to them?). In 1860, twenty chemists 
were rors for every million inhabitants; in 
1930 the number was 302. In other words, 
chemists have relatively increased fifteen times 
as fast as population. Very large increases pro- 
portionately to population took place also in the 
legal and other professions. In 1870 there were 
1057 lawyers and judges per every million in- 
habitants; in 1930 there were 1308. The num- 
ber of people engaged in the medical profession 
in relation to population growth, contrary to all 
current notions, did not increase, but shrank. 
In 1870 1,618 physicians and surgeons were 
recorded for every million inhabitants; in 1920 
there were 1,372, and in 1930—1,253. The rel- 
ative decline in the number of physicians is prob- 
ably due (1) to the growth of hospitalization, 
(2) to the concentration of the population in 
urban centers, and (3) to the introduction of the 
automobile, which enables the doctor of today to 
treat many more patients than his colleague of a 
few decades ago was able to. 

The oft repeated cry that the medical field 
is overcrowded, and, hence that there is no room 
for Jews is utterly baseless. In a study made by 
the committee on Costs of Medical Care, Chi- 
cago, 1932 (University of Chicago Press) we 
read: “One thousand individuals with incomes 
under $1,200 a year had 1,931.9 home, office, 
and clinic calls by physicians, compared to a de- 
sirable standard of 5649.5. They also received 
only 927.9 days of hospital care instead of 1384.7 
days and 117.9 units of dental care instead of the 
1000 required.” 

The Jews, who are mainly concentrated in the 
industrial centers, where the demand for clerical 
and professional services is strongest, naturally 
responded to this demand, as did the non-Jewish 
inhabitants of the industrial cities. It was not 
a matter of choice. It was an economic compul- 
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sion made . imperative by : "the : re of 
American industries. beets 

In addition -ta- the | stimulus. of an “expanded 
demand for professional,. clerical. aud sales help, 

which directed Jewish young men and women into 
the white collar occupations, there was yet an- 
other factor which accelerated the process of 
alienating the Jewish workers from the factories. 
This factor, which I will discuss at greater length 
later, was the general shrinkage of the field of 
labor as a source of income. The extent to which 
the number of Jewish workers had decreased in 
the industries as a result of the two aforemen- 
tioned factors, is difficult to ascertain. Neither 
the United States Census Bureau, nor the United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics abstract employ- 
ment statistics by race or religion, while private 
Jewish research organizations which would col- 
lect Jewish occupational data are yet to be 
organized. 

However, there is some information which may 
serve as indicators, pointing the direction Jewish 
labor is headed for. These indicators are the 
Jewish membership data in some of the Jewish 
unions. The International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union controls an industry which em- 
ploys about half a million wage earners. In 
1924, the Jewish membership in the union was 
63.8 per cent, and the non-Jewish was 36.2 per 
cent. Today the non-Jewish membership in the 
Union in the city of New York is 62 per cent 
and the Jewish is 38 per cent. Outside of the city 
of New York the Jewish percentage is still 
smaller. 

A Jewish labor leader, who ranks high in 
union circles, recently remarked that in the unions 
known as Jewish because of the large Jewish 
membership, an abnormal situation has evolved: 
the leadership has still remained Jewish, while 
the rank and file, the workers, are no longer Jew- 
ish, but Spaniards, Italians, Negroes and native 
Christian Americans. 

The Jews have thus lost important labor posi- 
tions during the last period of America’s indus- 
trial and commercial expansion. Will they regain 
these positions? 

All human beings, Jews and non-Jews, in search 
for bread and shelter engage in any and all avail- 
able occupations. The question is then not 
whether the Jews will re-enter as workers in 
shops and factories, which they have left when 
called upon to fill the offices, but rather whether 
the shops and factories will re-absorb them? 

American industries, because of numerous 
technological improvements have been progres- 
sively employing less labor, while increasing their 
productive capacities at the same time. Technoc- 
racy recently made this new trend famous in 
American economic life. We tried to laugh it out 
of court, but, how big really is this big, bad wolf 
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— technological unemployment .—- which seems 
such a monster on the American horizon, ready 
to devour our. jcobs.and leava-us. with no pay 
envelopes? ; 

In 1880, in the soihetion of women’s clothing, 
there were employed 8,045 tailors, seamstresses 
and milliners for every million inhabitants; in 
1910 the number increased to 10,712. But since 
then the number of people employed in this in- 
dustry proportionately to population has been 
steadily declining. In 1920 only 6,662 were em- 
ployed for every million inhabitants, and in 1930 
it was but 4,421. In other words, the number 
of people engaged in the production of women’s 
apparel per every million inhabitants decreased 
during the decades of 1910-1930 by 6,291 or 
58.7 per cent. 

Similarly in the production of men’s clothing, 
the importance of labor in relation to the produc- 
tivity of the industry has been declining yearly. 
And taking the year 1926 as the standard year, 
as 100, we will have the following graphic picture 
of the decline of labor’s weight in the industry. 


1923—118.6 
1924—106.9 
1925—103.1 
1926—160.0 
1927— 97.8 
1928— 92.2 
1929— 91.9 
1930— 80.4 
1931— 74.6 
1932— 65.3 


_ Another indication that the industry of men’s 
clothing is losing ground as a source of labor 
income is also given by the following fact. The 
average annual earnings of a worker in the men’s 
clothing industry in 1900 was 376.23 dollars, in 
1921 it was $1,222. Since then the average 
earnings of the workers in the industry have been 
continuously on the decline; in 1930, it was but 
873.85 dollars. And this decline, it is well to 
bear in mind, began many years before the de- 
pression had set in! The reason for the decline 
is on the surface. The worker’s skill is being 
replaced by machine operations and the increas- 
ing use of power. In 1899 one horse-power was 
used for every 8.4 workers in the clothing in- 
dustry, in 1919 one horse-power was used for 
every 5 workers. I could find no data for later 
years, but one may safely assume that the use of 
power by the industry -has increased in recent 
years. 

The situation in the tobacco and the cigar 
industry is not much better. Many Jews are 
employed in this industry. In 1880, 1,536 people 
were employed in the manufacture of tobacco 
and cigars, for every million inhabitants; in 1910 
the number increased to 1,826; in 1920 it de- 
clined to 1,707 and in 1930 it declined again to 
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1,017. Thus 814 less people were employed in 
this industry in 1930 than in 1910 for every mil- 
lion inhabitants, a decline of 44.5 per cent. 

The textile factories also employ many Jews. 
The process of rationalization in this industry 
started late. But it is on the way. In 1850 
the industry employed 1,925 people for every 
million inhabitants; in 1920 the number grew to 
9,097 but in 1930 it dropped to 7,796, a decline 
of 1,301 workers per every million inhabitants. 

In the shoe and boot industry, Jewish repre- 
sentation was claimed to be large. In the Rus- 
sian Pale almost all shoemakers were Jews. Many 
Russian Jewish immigrants found employment in 
the United States as shoemakers. But rationali- 
zation of the industry is fast putting them out of 
business. In 1850, 5,644 people were employed 
as shoemakers for every million inhabitants; in 
1930 the number: so employed dropped to 2,482, 
a decline of 3,162, or of more than 56 per cent 
in the number of people engaged in the shoe in- 
dustry for every million inhabitants. 

On the other hand, one has to point out that 
certain occupations in which Jews are employed 
have been ‘gaining strength in the last decades. 
Take, for instance, the baking industry. In 1850, 
when every household did its own baking, only 
615 people were employed in this industry for 
every million inhabitants; in 1930, the number of 
bakers increased to 1,147 for every million in- 
habitants. The same is the case with several 
other occupations. In 1870, there were 2,208 
painters, glaziers and varnishers for every million 
of inhabitants; in 1930 there were 4,261. In 
1870 there were only 65 paperhangers per million 
inhabitants, while in 1930 it had increased to 231. 
Also the number of upholsterers increased from 
149 in 1870 to 419 in 1930. Likewise the num- 
ber of plumbers, gas and steam fitters had in- 
creased from 289 in 1870 to 1,613 in 1910, to 
1,956 in 1920 and to 1,937 in 1930. The num- 
ber of plumbers, gas and steam fitters, it seems, 
had been rapidly increasing till 1920. But since 
that year their number for every million of popu- 
lation has remained stationary, and even slightly 
declined by 1930. The number of laundry work- 
ers have doubled between 1920-1930, while the 
number of people engaged in pressing, cleaning 
and dyeing has more than quadrupled. Also 
many more people are working today in garages, 
apartment-hotels, and restaurants and beauty 
parlors. 

We find thus two processes taking place in 
American industry. On the one hand, due to 
technological advance, less labor is employed in 
the older industries. On the other hand, new 
industries arise in response to new wants. But 
when we strike one against the other we find that 
the accounts do not balance. More labor is de- 
prived of employment than is being absorbed in 
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new industries, and a large reserve of unemployed 
people is being created. And in the formation of 
this reserve, Jews constitute a very large share. 

Summarizing the above discussion, one arrives 
at the following conclusion. In the years after 
the war, especially in the decade of 1920-1930, 
the economic life of the Jews was greatly influ- 
enced by two factors operating in the economic 
life of the country. One was the increasing de- 
mand for office help and professional workers, the 
other was the shrinkage of the field of labor as a 
source of gaining a livelihood. The concurrence 
of these two factors resulted in a departure from 
the labor ranks into the white collar occupations, 
professions and arts. It was an irresistible pro- 
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cess decreed by the onward course of America’s 
industrial development. It was a question of 
following the course or starving. An attempt to 
explain this process as an expression of the Jew- 
ish “spirit”, or by reference to specific Jewish 
abilities, aversions or racial characteristics, blinds 
one to the true historic causes. 

What of the future? The future will depend 
on whether America will develop along the nar- 
row lines of autocratic nationalistic capitalism or 
whether it will choose the broad highway of eco- 
nomic and political democracy. On the choice 
America will make will depend the future of the 
Jews and of Jewish labor in the United States. 


From Yemen To Shanghai 


AN ONE WHO attempts to give a bird’s 
eye view of Jewish events in the Diaspora 
has little to offer in the way of variety. The 
subject matter is at once complex and tragically 
simple, endlessly harrowing and endlessly monot- 
onous. Even if one dares look away for a mo- 
ment from the major catastrophes of Germany, 
Poland and Roumania, the same bleak pattern, 
dismally uniform, appears in corner after corner 
of the globe. “Stop breaking my heart”, cries 
the sensitive soul after reading even the drabbest 
account of what is happening to the scattered 
Jewries of the world. And it becomes hard to 
blame the sensitive soul, just as one must per- 
force understand the apathy of a public which has 
supped full on horrors. However, the nervous 
inability to react is a different matter from the 
failure to act—and for action there is much room. 


YEMEN: 
Take Yemen, for instance, the same Yemen 


of which you read in Heine’s “Azra”’, 
“Ich bin aus Yemen 
Und mein Stamm sind jenie Azra 
Welche sterben, wenn sie lieben” 


In the South of Arabia, on the shore of the Red 
Sea, this country has all of 45,000 Jews, Yemen- 
ites, native to the soil for centuries. The lot of 
these Oriental Jews, however, is no brighter than 
that of their Western brothers in dispersion. The 
Imam (ruler) of Yemen has decreed that Jews 
are Satans. Hence, they may not pass to the 
right of a Moslem as their shadow is evil, Nor 
may they ride astride any animal such as horse or 
mule. This last restriction effectively deprives 
the Yemenite Jew of any method of transporta- 
tion save his feet for unfortunately neither eleva- 
tors, subways nor automobiles abound in Yemen. 
Despite his Satanic heritage, any Jewish orphan 
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under the age of 13 must embrace the Moslem 
faith. Though the Yemenite Jews were for gen- 
erations skilled craftsmen such as silversmiths and 
blacksmiths, they have been compelled to give up 
their occupations. Their vocational range is now 
limited to such tasks as the cleaning of privies and 
the digging of ditches. Should a Yemenite Jew 
weary of these delights and attempt to leave Ye- 
men, he may do so only at the peril of his life. 
He is particularly forbidden to seek refuge in 
Palestine. He must remain in Yemen and pay 
the head-tax to which every Jew is subject. 
Despite the decrees against emigration, the 
extremely religious Yemenite Jews make heroic 
efforts to escape so as to save their children from 
forcible induction into the Mohammedan fold. 
Many of them flee into the desert where they 
wander for weeks to reach a port on the Red 
Sea from which they can embark to Palestine. 
Many are captured by desert-brigands.. Those 
unable to pay a ransom, are returned to Yemen 
where they are executed. Nevertheless, despite 
these dangers some 10,000 Yemenite Jews have 
managed to escape to Palestine since 1921. 
Though Yemen has neither telegraphs nor tele- 
phones, it manages to be au courant without des- 
patches from the Associated Press. The monthly 
Aliman, the sole publication of which Yemen 
boasts, has just published an attack on the British 
and Jews in connection with the events in Pales- 
tine. This attempt to inflame the population is 
ascribed to Mussolini. The Jews of Yemen now 
have the fear of imminent massacre added to 
their collection of chronic calamities. There is 
apparently no sore spot in the Orient into which 
the fine Italian hand doesn’t thrust a helpful finger. 
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DANZIG: 

It’s a far cry from primitive Asiatic Yemen 
to Danzig, a Free City under the supervision of 
the League of Nations. But despite the august 
body that watches over its destiny, Danzig also 
has a Jewish problem. The 10,000 Jews of Dan- 
zig are the victims of an anti-Semitic drive which 
has been unleashed with full force since the Nazis 
came into virtual control of the city. Julius 
Streicher has just paid a visit to Danzig to in- 
struct his cohorts in the science of the Nuremberg 
anti-Jewish laws. Streicher’s journey can only 
be ascribed to excessive missionary zeal. The 
local Nazis have nothing to learn. Several weeks 
ago they staged a pogrom which should have 
assured the master that his students had even 
bettered his instruction. 

In addition to the beating and pillage customary 
on such occasions, the Danzig pogrom had some 
fine points worth noting. The school children of 
Danzig were given a holiday so that they could 
participate in the attack. The pogrom was or- 
ganized with the maximum of German efficiency. 
At a given hour, the Hitler Youth enjoyed all 
the pedagogic advantages of a practice period 
combined with a model lesson. The violence, 
which began at the market, rapidly spread 
throughout the city. For 3 days Jewish property 
was destroyed and looted. Jewish merchants 
were beaten and thrown into the river. Twenty 
Jews were severely injured. 

As many of the Danzig Jews are Polish citizens, 
the Polish Consul, ironically enough, intervened 
in their behalf. The joke, however, was not lost 
on the Nazis, who made a few pertinent remarks 
on the merry life led by the Jews of Poland. 

A number of “Aryan” paragraphs are already 
in effect. Jews are being excluded from business 
and professional life, according to the orthodox 
Nazi pattern. Jewish property is being confis- 
cated on the pretext of “‘tax-evasion.” It is 
feared that Streicher’s visit will be rewarded by 
the complete introduction of his special Codex 
Judaicus into Danzig. The terrorized and pau- 
perized Danzig Jews are now studying the pos- 
sibility of mass emigration. ; 


MEXICO: 


One of the numerous places that the Jews of 
Danzig had better leave out of their calculations 
is Mexico. For the first time in its history, 
Mexico has adopted immigration restrictions. 
The quotas adopted for 1938 limit Poland, Rou- 
mania, Lithuania and other East European coun- 
tries to 100 immigrants each annually. West and 
north European countries have quotas of 5,000 
per year. Spaniards and Latin-Americans may 
enter Mexico outside the quotas. Despite the 
fact that Jews are not specifically mentioned in 
the new immigration laws, there is no doubt that 
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the restrictions are aimed exclusively at Jews, 
since most Mexican Jews come from Eastern 
Europe. In Mexico, the term ‘“‘Pole’’ is used 
interchangeably for “Jew”. 

No reasonable explanation can be given for 
the wave of anti-Semitism sweeping over presum- 
ably liberal Mexico. There are a little over 
15,000 Jews among the 16,000,000 Mexicans— 
a proportion so negligible that any talk of a “Jew- 
ish problem” there seems ludicrous. Yet a “Jew- 
ish problem” exists. German Nazi organizations 
have launched a well-financed campaign against 
the handful of Mexican Jews, and their propa- 
ganda is bearing its usual fruit. The Nazis are 
being abetted by reactionary Mexican groups who 
are on the look-out for their favorite Hebrew 
beast of burden, the scape-goat. Mexico’s lower 
middle class, crushed by big foreign capital on one 
hand and alarmed by the vigorous Mexican la- 
bor movement on the other, is easy prey for 
fascist agitators. The immigration restrictions 
were sponsored by senators who represented a 
group of “nationalist”? merchants banded together 
into the ‘Revolutionary Bloc for the Defense 
of Small Business.” The anti-Semitic factions 
have gone so far as to propose legal ghettos for 
the Jews of Mexico. Attacks on “undesirable 
elements” meaning Jews, are frequent in the press. 
Though the government itself is not anti-Semitic, 
it is taking no active measures to combat the 
fascist-Nazi campaign. The official attitude may 
be gauged from the statement of the Minister of 
the Interior made in‘answer to fascist complaints 
about Jewish immigration. “If the law is un- 
satisfactory the only course is to change the law 
to forbid immigration of people of Polish (Jew- 
ish) descent, and not to blame the Ministry.” 
Judging from the present immigration quotas the 
law has been changed to the satisfaction of all 
concerned—save, naturally, the Jews. 


BRAZIL: 


Nor need the Jews include Brazil in their itin- 
erary. Brazil occupies 1/20 of the earth’s sur- 
face. Its vast fertile territory is sparsely settled 
by a population of 42,000,000. Experts have 
estimated that Brazil alone could easily sustain 
a population of 900,000,000. But is there room 
for any persecuted European Jews? ‘The success- 
ful coup has answered this rhetorical question. 
The government has forbidden the issuance of 
visas to Polish Jews. The order has not been 
publicized because the altruistic Polish consulate 
is working industriously for the lifting of the 
prohibition. There are large home-inspired Ger- 
man and Italian colonies in Brazil, and they may 
be trusted to see that Brazil remains “Juden-rein”’ 
particularly under the present regime. 

Then there is South Africa. That region en- 
joys the advantages of two fascist parties—the 
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Grey Shirts and Nationalists. The Grey Shirts 
are a Nazi product with all the trimmings. Their 
publication Die Waarheid is modelled on Der 
Stuermer, and offers the usual menu of ‘Asiatic 
Jews”, Elders of Zion” and ‘“‘Aryan forefathers.” 
The Swastika and the Hitler salute are part of 
the Grey Shirt’s ceremonial and the avowed mis- 
sion of the party is to save South Africa from 
“Jewish International Capitalism and Commu- 
nism.” The Nationalists originally claimed to be 
not anti-Jewish but pro-African, that is to say 
“Nordic” African. No Jew may become a mem- 
ber of the Nationalist party. However, the Na- 
tionalists have lately come out more openly with 
anti-Jewish agitation, curiously enough to the dis- 
pleasure of the Grey Shirts. The latter wish to 
retain their monopoly interests in anti-Semitism as 
a means of getting votes. Consequently they re- 
sent the increasing tendency of the Nationalists to 
steal their anti-Jewish thunder. There have been 
mutual recriminations between the two organiza- 
tions, each claiming priority rights to the exploita- 
tion of the Jewish issue. The Nationalists, to show 
their good faith, have just come out against Jew- 
ish immigration because “Jews are unassimilable 
.. . The percentage of Jews at present resident 
in the Union is already too high to favor a healthy 
proportion of the population.” 

In North Africa, Italian and German propa- 
ganda is rife among the Moslems. A traveller 
in Oran,’ a city in Algiers, reports seeing giant 
swastikas on the walls of houses. Anti-Semitic 
tracts of all kinds are distributed among the fan- 
atical natives. Even bank notes have ‘Death to 
the Jews” scrawled on them. Jewish school chil- 
dren are afraid to go to school. What is true of 
Oran, is in varying measure true of other sections 


of North Africa. 
SHANGHAI: 


In Shanghai, too, the Jewish community is 
hard-pressed. The few thousand Jews who live 
in the International Settlement are for the most 
part “‘stateless.”” They have no government to 
which they can appeal and no country to which 
they can escape. Rendered destitute by the siege 
of the city, the plight of these Jews has been 
further aggravated by the Japanese conquest. The 
White Russian emigres, most of whom, as well as 
the Jews, are concentrated in the French conces- 
sion of the International Settlement, have taken 
heart from the victory of their hereditary enemy. 
Since the triumphant entrance of the Japanese, 
the White Russians are threatening pogroms 
against the Jews with whom they share Avenue 
Joffre. Not only are the Shanghai Jews faced 
with the immediate problem of relief made neces- 
sary by the destruction of their property in the air 
bombardments, but they must organize self-de- 
fense groups to protect themselves against possible 
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attacks by the White Russians. Furthermore, the 
Chinese Jews, mostly merchants, have little to 
look forward to under Japanese domination. It 
is not likely that Japanese traders will brook 
Jewish competition. 

It is remarkable to observe into what remote 
corners the activities of the German and Italian 
propaganda machines penetrate. The more than 
a million Jews of Roumania, the half a million 
Jews of Hungary are by virtue of their numbers 
and location, inevitable victims of the anti-Sem- 
itic wave engulfing Eastern Europe. Conditions 
in Roumania, which has the third largest Jewish 
community in Europe outside of Russia, are fast 
approximating conditions in Poland. But even 
where the Jewish community is trifling in size 
and influence, it cannot escape the vigilant eyes 
of Hitler and Mussolini. The Mohammedan 
world is the special hunting-ground of the Italian 
“Protector of Islam.” The rest of the globe 
offers its unfailing opportunities to Goebbels and 
Streicher. Outside of Russia and the great West- 
ern democracies, the Jewries of the world are 
being crucified on the hooked. cross whose arms 
embrace Allah and Valhalla. 


“Ghetto-Benches” In Poland 


O HUNDRED and two leaders of the academic 

world, members of the factulties of 64 outstanding 
American universities, joined today in a protest against 
the institution of “‘ghetto benches” in Poland and in an 
open letter to their colleagues in the universities of Po- 
land, appealing to them “to oppose this plan of segrega- 
tion” as “alien to the spirit of academic freedom and of 
the free cooperation in the pursuit of knowledge that is 
so essential to the world of scholarship.” 

The action by American scholars was announced by 
Dr. Alvin Johnson of the New School for Social Research, 
President of the American Section of the International 
League for Academic Freedom. 

University professors signed the protest against the in- 
stitution of the “ghetto benches” in Poland after their 
attention had been called to the situation by the Interna- 
ional League for Academic Freedom, in a communication 
ye by Dr. Johnson as President, Professor John Dewey 
of Columbia University; Professor Albert Einstein of the 
Institute of Advanced Study; Professor Wesley C. Mitchell 
of Columbia University, Vice-Presidents of the League; 
and Professor Horace M. Kallen, its Secretary. 

Addressing themselves to “Our Colleagues of the Uni- 
versities of Poland,” American university professors de- 
clared: 

“For the past few years we have read with concern 
of reported outbreaks of violence against Jewish stu- 
dents and professors in the ancient seats of learning in 
Poland, i we are dismayed by the innovation in some 
of your universities of segregating Jewish students from 
their fellows by restricting them to separate benches in 
classrooms and laboratories. Such discrimination seems 
to us alien to the spirit of academic freedom and of the 
free cooperation in the pursuit of knowledge that is so 
essential to the world of scholarship. 

“We are aware of the difficulties which your univer- 
sity administrations are facing in coping with organized 


(Continued on page 30) 
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Down to the Sea in Ships 


5 ewe PIONEERING will of Jewish Palestine 
now extends to the sea. The building of a 
port in Tel Aviv, the prospect of developing 
Jewish shipping and Jewish fisheries, the possibil- 
ities of additional productive occupations for Jew- 
ish workers, open up new and brilliant vistas. 
The sea, as well as the land, is beginning to play 
a part in the reconstruction of Palestine and of 
the Jewish people. 

This is not the first time that fields of labor 
previously outside the experience of the Jewish 
workers in Palestine have been entered. Already 
a generation ago, Jews were faced by the prob- 
lem of the development of a new agriculture in 
Palestine. Finally, however, they made agricul- 
ture their own; and thus the new Jew in Palestine 
became a worker on the soil, the most successful 
dairy-farmer, poultry-raiser and vegetable-grower 
in all the Orient. The second outstanding victory 
was in the building trade. At first this many- 
branched calling was strange to the Jewish immi- 
grant in Palestine. Yet in the course of fifteen 
years Jews succeeded in creating an army of ex- 
pert builders who are competent to carry out 
building work of every description, introducing 
modern building methods which have been 
adopted by our neighbors, the Arabs (e.g., the 
use of re-enforced concrete). 

Today Jewish workers are sending out new 
recruits to the sea and are creating the first Jew- 
ish maritime enterprises. Naturally, the Histad- 
rut will play an important part in the development 
of Jewish maritime activities in the future. Pal- 
estine is a country which is in the process of 
development and upbuilding; not only its settlers 
but also its means of production (machinery, raw 
materials and building materials) come from out- 
side its borders. These conditions offer extensive 
possibilities. Up to the present, however, insuf- 
ficient attention has been paid to the task of co- 
ordinating these opportunities, so that we might 
reap some benefit from the hitherto unappreciated 
blessings of the sea. For us Jewish shipping means 
not merely a Jewish flag and a Jewish name, but 
Jewish labor, from the stoker in the bowels of 
the ship to the captain himself. 

Is it possible that such-Jewish activities, manned 
exclusively by Jewish labor, can become firmly 
established and bring a return to investors who 
have put their capital into it? Nachshon has 
no doubts that the question may be answered in 
the affirmative. Nevertheless, easy profits can- 
not be expected immediately from such invest- 
ments. The creation of a Jewish maritime econ- 
omy cannot take place over-night. 


© by Zebulan Yami 


Today, after the Tel Aviv port has been in 
existence fifteen months, it is already difficult to 
recall the tremendous astonishment experienced 
when the first consignment of goods was unloaded 
on the Tel Aviv foreshore in April, 1936. Be- 
fore the first permit to unload merchandise on the 
Tel Aviv foreshore was granted to the Jewish 
Agency on the 15th of May, 1936, there were 
many doubts about the undertaking. Who would 
be willing to supply the initial capital for the 
improvement of the Tel Aviv beach, when the 
whole question of whether or not there would 
be a harbor was still in doubt? It meant taking a 
leap, like Nachshon of old, into the unknown 
sea. However, when the “Tel Aviv Council for 
Harbor and Communications” approached the 
Histadrut with the suggestion that it should join 
with the Executive of the Jewish Agency in this 
enterprise, the Histadrut accepted. The sum of 
LP5,000 for initial expenses incurred in adapting 
the Tel Aviv beach for the unloading of goods 
was subscribed to jointly by the Executive of the 
Jewish Agency and the Histadrut. 

When Nachshon was founded, the Histadrut 
transferred the above capital to the new company, 
as the evidence of its desire to share in the great 
pioneer work of building a port at Tel Aviv. 

About a year after the Tel Aviv port was be- 
gun, the Yishuv and its institutions were invited 
to subscribe additional share capital for the Mar- 
ine Trust, Ltd. The keenness of labor’s desire to 
respond to this appeal was one of the chief causes 
which led to the formation of Nachshon. 
Three of the economic institutions of the His- 
tadrut took up LP8,000 worth of shares of the 
Marine Trust’s new issue, and of this LP4,000 
worth was earmarked for Nachshon. It should 
be pointed out that the above investment does 
not include the many thousands of shares sub- 
scribed for by individual members of the Histad- 
rut in the Marine Trust, Ltd. 

The interest of the Histadrut in maritime enter- 
prises preceded the formation of Nachshon as a 
company. During the past two or three years, 
the chief economic institutions of the Histadrut 
have invested considerable sums in maritime en- 
terprises, including the building of the Tel Aviv 
port. 

The actual capital was only transferred to 
Nachshon at a subsequent date. In all it amounted 
to LP15,000, and it is being used for the follow- 
ing purvoses: 

1. The building of Tel Aviv port (assisting 

in the foundation of the Marine Trust, 
Ltd.) 
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2. The landing and loading of goods at Tel 
Aviv port (formation of ‘Prika’’, Ltd.) 

3. A lighter-yard at Tel Aviv port (admin- 
istered by “Prika’’, Ltd.) 

4. Customs porterage work by Jewish labor 
at Haifa harbor (undertaken by “Solel 
Boneh”, Ltd.) 

5. The organization of a cooperative of light- 
ermen (“Ogen’’). 

6. The launching of a coastal cargo boat te 
serve as a training ship for sailors (‘‘Ra- 
haf”’). 

7. The formation of a group of fishermen 
(working on the fishing trawler “‘Senapir’’). 


The foundation of the above enterprises was 
undertaken in cooperation with the Executive of 
the Jewish Agency and with other Jewish concerns 
interested in them. It is no exaggeration to say 
that without the assistance of the economic insti- 
tutions of the Histadrut not a single one of these 
tasks would have been possible. 

Considerable progress has been made in the 
execution of each of these projects. Though it 
is impossible to discuss all within one article, the 
high points of a few may be indicated. 


THE LIGHTER-YARD AT TEL AVIV PORT 


No visitor to the port at Tel Aviv should com- 
plete his visit without going inside the lighter-yard. 
It is no more than a temporary shed situated on 
the edge of the lighter basin. Here lighters and 
pontoons for sea work are being built by Jewish 
workmen. This workshop also belongs to “Pri- 
ka”. It is an: unexpected feature, since it was 
not foreseen in the original plan. ‘Men who 
know something about boat-building were dis- 
covered,” your guide will tell you, ‘veritable new 
Bezalels. Here is one of them, a gentle, un- 
assuming young man from Bulgaria, who was 
educated at an Alliance school. He is one of the 
chief craftsmen, and is very successful in his work. 
Girls are also employed for making the boats 
water-tight. Now notice the shell of that boat. 
Some of the ribs are made of the Hedera eucal- 
yptus. The red sections are the eucalyptus. That 
wood recalls those who fell victims to malaria in 
the swamps of Hedera many years ago.” 

Ten lighters and five pontoons, all built in this 
lighter-yard, have already been launched. The 
building is going on at full speed so as to be ready 
for the winter season and the citrus export. Each 
lighter is built to measurements specially suited 
to the needs of the lighter basin, and costs about 
LP150. Each pontoon costs-about LP250. 

It is merely a beginning. 


CUSTOMS PORTERAGE WORK BY JEWISH LABOR 
AT HAIFA HARBOR 


Ever since the beginning of the Third Aliya, 
the Histadrut has made repeated efforts to intro- 
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duce Jewish labor into Haifa Harbor. In 1920, 
a group of 30 Chalutzim went to work in the 
harbor. They did not, however, succeed in ob- 
taining important positions as that of porters. Their 
work was restricted to one class of goods, name- 
ly, building materials. The Jewish worker was 
confronted with an unwillingness on the part of 
the Harbor officials to employ Jewish labor, on 
the one hand, and an indifference on the part of 
the shipping agents and Jewish importers on the 
other. Porterage work for the Customs Depart- 
ment was entirely closed to Jews, but employment 
was being given constantly to men from all the 
neighboring countries: to Soudanese, Egyptians, 
Syrians and Hauranis—only the Jew was barred! 

In 1933, the Histadrut once again made a 
special effort to introduce Jewish labor into Haifa 
harbor. A representative of the Histadrut went 
to Salonika and arranged for the bringing over to 
Palestine of over 200 families of qualified dock 
workers—Salonika was famous in its time as a 
Jewish harbor where the Jewish workers prac- 
tically had a monopoly right up to the end of the 
World War. The harbor at Salonika was closed 
on Saturday, just as is the case today in Tel Aviv. 
When the Salonikan workers came to Haifa, they 
were able, as a result of their skill and experience, 
to penetrate into every type of the harbor work. 
No branch was too hard for them. The quality 
of their work was far superior to that of the 
Arabs. The appearance of the Salonikans at 
Haifa Harbor deprived the harbor officials of 
their most telling argument against the employ- 
ment of Jewish workers, namely that they were 
unable to carry heavy loads. This objection now 
became completely invalid. The Political De- 
partment of the Jewish Agency was at last able 
to prevail upon the Government to accept 20 Jew- 
ish, workers from Salonika (among a total of 
from 600-800 Arabs employed) for work in the 
Customs Department at Haifa. But even this 
attempt met with failure. In Haifa Harbor all 
this work had to be allocated through an exploit- 
ing Arab contractor who refused to pay the Jew- 
ish workers the minimum wage agreed upon by 
the head of the Customs Department. The Jew- 
ish workers were forced to give up the work as 
they could not live on the wages paid by the Arab 
contractor, which were as low as LP5 % a month. 

Meanwhile the other Jewish workers in the 
port were learning from the Salonikans. A cer- 
tain number of them managed to get work as 
stevedores and were then able to penetrate one 
of the key branches of the port work. Thus 
Salonikan and Ashkenazi workers established 
themselves in the porterage of heavy goods. The 
number of Jewish port workers increased from a 
few score in 1933 to 250 in the summer of 1935. 
In 1936, the year of the riots, the number of 
Jewish workers at Haifa Harbor reached a total 
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of 600 in the summer season and 1,200 in the 
winter season. Nevertheless, work in the Cus- 
toms Department at Haifa still remained closed 
to them. Not a single Jewish worker succeeded 
in getting employment in the porterage work of 
the Customs Department. 

But the Histadrut refused to give in. We con- 
tinued to press our claim and we have to some 
extent been successful. The Political Department 
of the Jewish Agency gave us the full weight of 
its support. Finally the disturbances of 1936 
forced the hand of the Administration. They 
acceded to our request to take on Jews for the 
porterage work in the Customs Department since 
it was imperative that the work at Haifa should 
not remain exclusively in Arab hands. 

“Solel Boneh” undertook to make the neces- 
sary arrangements. In order that the workers 
might be adequately prepared, it was necessary to 
spend a certain amount on the acquisition and 
installation of equipment. “Solel Boneh” with 
the assistance of the Unemployment Fund of the 
Histadrut and the Jewish Agency bought two 
tractors and fifty cranes and the actual work be- 
gan. At first the work was extremely hard and 
the wages received were of the lowest. Now 
conditions have to some extent improved. Some 
150-200 Jews out of a total of 600-700 workers 
in the summer season (during the winter season 
the total number reaches 1,200) are at present 
employed in this Customs porterage work. 


THE LAUNCHING OF A COASTAL CARGO BOAT 


Nachshon has acquired a two-masted sailing 
vessel with an auxiliary motor. It is named “Ra- 
haf” and has a displacement of 170 tons. The 
motor is 120 horsepower. After the vessel had 
been bought she was altered so as to include two 
cabins, one for the captain and the second for 
the sailors. Electric light and a small motor 
wynch were installed. 

“Rahaf” flies the Palestinian mercantile marine 
flag and the Nachshon flag. This latter is a 
red flag with a star spangled white stripe in the 
middle sown with seven stars. In his “Jewish 
State”, Herzl wrote of the national flag: ‘The 
white field symbolizes our pure new life; the 
stars are the seven golden hours of our working 
day. For we shall march into the Promised Land 
carrying the badge of honor.” 

The development of fishing of necessity car- 
ries with it the need to establish fishing villages. 
In most other countries fishermen live in villages 
situated on the coast and they combine their pro- 
fession with agriculture. How much the more 
should this be the case in Palestine, where the 
settlement of fishermen on the land would have a 
double importance. 

Fishing villages would provide a solution to 
the problem of work for the wives and families 
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of the fishermen. The wives and children would 
be able to work at net-making and repairing and 
at fish canning, as well as at vegetable-growing, 
and poultry-raising, etc. 

The Jewish National Fund owns suitable tracts 
of land on the coast both in Haifa Bay and in 
Emek Hefer. Nachshon together with the 
Jewish Agency, has plans to assist in the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish fishing village on the shores 
of the Lake of Galilee. 

To sum up, the program of activities for the 
near future is as follows: 

a. Extension of the Palestinian coastal ship- 
ping services. ; 

b. Establishment of a Jewish-passenger ser- 
vice between Haifa and southern Europe. 

c. Establishment of a Jewish shipping line be- 
tween Haifa and northern Europe for citrus trans- 
port and general cargo. 

d. Extension of the Jewish shipping line be- 
tween Haifa and Constanza. 

e. Development of the Jewish fishing industry. 

The building of harbors is in itself a matter 
of such great importance that a special chapter 
would have to be devoted to outlining schemes of 
this nature. Suffice it to say that in addition to 
the project of developing Tel Aviv port into a 
deep-water harbor, a need has already been felt 
for the building of a mole at Kfar Vitkin and a 
harbor for fishing boats at Atlith. 

The projects detailed above, not including har- 
bor-building, offer possibilities for profitable in- 
vestments of some three-quarters of a million 
pounds. They would at the same time provide 
employment for two thousand Jewish workers 
exclusive of port workers in maritime activities. 

The realization of the above program would 
result in a nucleus of vessels for a Jewish com- 
mercial fleet. Jewish energy and initiative the 
world over must join Jewish labor in Palestine in 
making possible the ‘‘conquest of the sea.” 
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Fascism Inside and Out 


© by Isidore Abramowitz 


THE THIRD REICH, by Henri Lichtenberger. Trans- 
lated and edited by Koppel S. Pinson, with a preface 
by Nicholas Murray Butler, New York, The Greystone 
Press, 1937, $3.00. 


THE SPIRIT AND STRUCTURE OF GERMAN FA- 
SCISM by Robert A. Brady. With an Introduction by 
Harold ]. Laski, New York, The Viking Press, 1937, 
$3.00. 

ROFESSOR LICHTENBERGER is a French scholar 
born in Alsace, and nourished on Wagner, Nietzsche 
and Goethe. He is a sort of acadamic ambassador of Ger- 
man culture to France. Presumably here is the ideal com- 
mentator on the Third Reich on the other side of the Rhine. 
But what happens? His thesis on Germany is drowned in 
sincerity, soaped with one hundred per cent pure “‘objectiv- 
ity”, scrubbed clean with “realism”, and hung up to dry in 
the ivory tower of hope. Nevertheless, a wholly virtuous 
book need not be a bad book. After an avalanche of loud 
and emotional protestations, it is a curious treat to read 

a volume on the Third Reich which pays scrupulous atten- 

tion to its own claims in history. For Professor Lichten- 

berger, stripping his mind (and ours) of all partisan hys- 
teria, reviews Nazi Germany with the politeness of an 
angel and with the asperity of a diplomat. 

But the reader must be warned that such an experiment 
is _—- only for angels. Should he nod, and then 
suddenly awaken to the author’s endless and patient inter- 
view of official Nazi apclogetics, without however remem- 
bering that the scholar is balancing himself on the eggs of 
strict impartiality, he may be shocked by the absence of 
quotation marks around most of the Nazi testimony. He 
may think that Professor Lichtenberger, who is so very nice, 
so dispassionate, so anxious to please, has by the rules of his 
own game, suddenly lost his identity in clairvoyance for 
Hitler and his regime. It is carrying virtue too far, and 
straining even Sorbonne reasonableness too much, to credit 
a poor mad patient with being the Zodiac because he says 
so, and because you wish to “understand” him. That is a 
little less than “realism.” Thus you are startled to read 
(paraphrase or opinion?) that Houston Stewart Chamber- 
lain, the race prophet of the Nazis, was “deeply steeped 
in the highest scientific, philosophic and aesthetic culture of 
the modern age.” You are somewhat surprised by the 
definition of National Socialism (clairvoyant or orginal?) 
as an aspiration to peace, work and a rejection of conquest 
and annexation. I must hasten to say that Professor Licht- 
enberger does not literally mean everything he says, until 
his last, short personal chapter. He is a Sorbonne scholar, 
a learned literary Frenchman, visiting Germany much as 
M. Levy-Bruhl might visit the Congo. He is exceedingly 
bright, affable, more willing to listen than to speak. He 
wishes to set down the rise of the Nazi movement, the 
foreign policy, the race mythology, the economic ‘system. 
What better way to present it to the world, than to let 
the Nazis speak for themselves, as he himself hovers in the 
background, hesitant lest his “French” differences (he 
acknowledges them, of course) prejudice the case? An 
excellent method for writing exotic anthropology, if Pro- 
fessor Lichtenberger had not instead dealt with that most 
exacting of all flesh and blood studies, a case in contem- 
porary politics and morals. The book is recommended 
for Mr. Pinson’s hundred pages of valuable documents and 
bibliography, as well as for being a really unique specimen 
of “sympathetic vibration” in a serene and delicate academic 
soul. 


HE HUMOROUS BOAST OF the publisher that Mr. 


Brady’s book on German Fascism might be called 
“How to Run a Fascist State” is not without justification. 
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It is an exhaustive and brilliant study by a man who seems 
to combine intellectual passion, research ability and scien- 
tific culture, so admirably that he creates a powerful life-size 
portrait of the subject almost ready to step out of the frame 
and canvas. Mr. Brady's intelligence and directness pro- 
duce results quite opposite to Professor Lichtenberger’s 
diplomatic affability and reservations. With an astonish- 
ing quantity of facts sifted by a precise dialectical mind, 
he speeds through the whole sorry circus of Nazi institu- 
tions and ideology. Mr. Brady reviews the new German 
“sciences” and pours over them the acid of scientific truth 
as it is still known outside of Germany. He examines the 
agencies that control government, labor, food, culture, etc., 
with such detail and mastery that, as Harold J. Laski con- 
cludes in his foreword, the book is probably the most com- 
plete of its kind in English. A larger conclusion stands 
out among the hundred intricate fallacies and rationaliza- 
tions tracked down to their source by the author. His 
conclusion is that Fascism is only monopoly capitalism in 
league with a political party which has compelled obe- 
dience by supreme coercive power. This is a simple thesis 
whose achievement in Mr. Brady’s hands can be appreciated 
only by following page after page that dextrous extraction 
of exact proof from every expression and actuality of Nazi 
economy. There never was a social revolution in the 
Third Reich. The instruments of production are safely 
where they were before. But working class resistance is 
dissipated. German big business never departed one iota 
from their monopoly practice in their alliance with the 
Nazi program. But its bargain with Hitler, with the 
“leader” and “authority” principle gave it complete autoc- 
racy from the top down in controlling that economy and 
conditioning the Weltanschaung of a slave nation. 

Behind the camouflage and the fanfare, behind the race 
poison, the new Kultur, the blood and thunder principles, 
monopoly capitalism is the fundamental fact which Mr. 
Brady bags. As a Marxist, he neither bothers very much 
with the Hitler personality as such, nor with any special 
middle class problems, nor (as did Professor Lichtenber- 
ger almost entirely) with alleged claims of the Nazi party 
to original political principles. 

Not the least concern of Mr. Brady is to warn Americans 
that the elements which have coalesced in Germany, Italy, 
Greece, Chile, Hungary, Austria, Brazil and Japan are 
functioning in a lively fashion in the United States. The 
economic system has broken down, although we believe 
as never before in the fruitfulness of modern science and 
technology. The alternatives to revolt are economic recov- 
ery or work relief. But economic recovery, says Mr. Brady, 
becomes primarily business recovery. Technological ad- 
vance itself will prevent considerable reemployment. In 
their struggle for power the trade unions and organized 
political groups come to realize that business itself is or- 
ganized and politically conscious. Lasssez faire capitalism 
gives way to control capitalism seeking monopoly power to 
control wages, unions, markets, production. By all the 
logic of the immediate past the answer is Fascism: “And 
Fascism is a term applied to the wedding of a condition 
and a myth. The condition represents no more than the 
formal extension, through the employment of the machin- 
ery of the state, of the leading principles of business-as- 
usual to compass the entire population. And the myth 
is that interpretation of the business case which is designed 
to gain popular support . . . The non-Fascist, as in England 
and the United States, are still mainly on the persuasive 
level, while the Fascist as in Italy re Germany are fully 


oriented on the coercive level...” 


Mr. Brady's contrapuntal analysis (pp.384-396) of types 
and elements of Fascist arguments being widely advocated 
in non-Fascist countries in business, literature, various 
movements and social sciences is in itself worth the price of 
the book. Spengler is beaten at his own game. 
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The Month In Palestine 








ITHIN THE last two months the British Man- 
W datory has been honestly, if belatedly, endeavoring 
to suppress terror in Palestine. Its sincere attempts at 
stopping organized murder are, however, encountering 
grave difficulties. For habits formed by eighteen months 
of condoning terrorism cannot be wiped out overnight. 
Having pursued a policy of tolerating Arab patriotic gang- 
sterism, the government now finds that it has created a 
Frankenstein which it cannot easily lay low. Some time 
will have to elapse before Arab bands discover that the 
government really means business. In the meantime, the 
Jewish population has to pay in blood for the administra- 
tion’s past “blunders.” 

Indeed, the month of November—despite elimination 
of the Mufti from Palestinian politics—has proven one of 
the most bloody since the inception of the anti-Jewish 
riots. The most horrifying crime of the month occurred 
on November 9th. That morning, five young Jewish 
road-builders, ranging from twenty-three to twenty-six 
years, set out from their homes in Kiryat Anavim (a col- 
ony near Jerusalem) to the spot where the evening before 
they had left off their labors. All unsuspecting of the 
fate awaiting them, they prepared to go on laying down 
roadways in the quiet, desolate hills of Judaea. But they 
did not live long enough to complete their task. Sud- 
denly, as they were unloading the donkey which carried 
their tools, they were fired at from point-blank range by a 
group of Arabs in ambush. The dum-dum bullets did 
their deadly work. Simultaneously, all five Jewish road- 
builders reeled and fell. The news of their killing spread 
like wildfire, and in the afternoon, as the hour of their 
interment approached, work came to a standstill every- 
where in Jewish Palestine. Tens of thousands of Jews 
came to pay homage to the halutzim (pioneers) who 
would build no more. Standing before their inert bodies 
wrapped symbolically in working-clothes, speakers ex- 
= the mood of the sad, grim throng attending the 
uneral. With voices quavering with emotion, they both 
decried acts of vengeance on innocent Arabs and at the 
same time demanded more arms for Jewish self-defence. 
Declared Moshe Shertock of the Jewish Agency: “We shall 
continue our work, even if, in order to do so, each of us 
must carry a gun.” 

This insistence on weapons for Jewish self-protection 
is well justified. For the wholesale murder of the five 
workmen at Kiryat Anavim was only one of a series of 
crimes recently committed in the name of Arab “patriot- 
ism.” Terrorists are still continuing the practice of murder- 
ing important Jewish personalities. Thus Avinoam Yellin, 
Government inspector of Hebrew schools and (like the 
assassinated Nakane Billig of the Hebrew University) one 
of the country’s foremost Arabic scholars, served as an 
excellent target for the gunmen. As he entered his office 
in Fence one day in October, he met a hail of bullets 
and agonized for thirty hours before he died. A few days 
later, David Shitreet, a prominent Jewish member of the 
“aan force was cold-bloodedly shot down in his own 

ome. Besides assailing well-known Jews, Arab “‘patriot- 
ism” also takes vent almost daily in sniping and bomb- 
throwing. No less than seven Jews, peacefully travelling 
in busses in the neighborhood of Haifa, were wounded by 
Arab-hurled bombs between November 25 and 29. During 
those same four days, gangsters, operating from swift- 
moving automobiles, set Jerusalem in an uproar by throw- 
ing home-made hand-grenades into crowded Jewish streets. 
Their missiles wounded a girl aged sixteen and two twelve- 
year-old boys. Earlier in the month, similar experiments 
in child-murder proved more fatal when a band of gunmen 


swooped down at midnight on a Yemenite colony near 
Nes Tsiona and left eleven year-old Yosef Saadi lying dead 
in his blood-soaked cot. Vandalism, too, is still rampant. 
A few weeks ago, in Balfour forest, twenty thousand trees 
went up in flames before colonists could check the blaze 
started by Arab terrorists. Random shots have been fired 
during the night at Atarot, Motza, Kfar Ivri, Ramat Rahel, 
Afule, Sejera, Hazorea, Tel Amal and many other colonies. 
To stamp out these attacks a better-equipped self-defence 
organization and a larger Jewish supernumerary police 
force are needed. 

Despite the persistence of murder crimes, there can, 
however, be but little doubt that the new government 
policy of suppressing terrorism is beginning to produce 
wholesome effects. Starting with November 18, special 
military courts which try persons carrying or discharging 
firearms commenced to function. One of the first acts 
of these tribunals consisted in imposing the death penalty 
on Farhan al Sadi, a leader in the brutal Sheik Kassam 
gang which for many years in the past has without inter- 
ference murdered not only many Jews but numerous Arabs. 
Besides, as a result of the new vigorous policy, no less 
than eighteen Arab villages are now paying penalties for 
various acts of sabotage their inhabitants have performed. 
Gangsters, too, are learning that the great art of train 
mining, taught to the Arabs by Colonel T. E. Lawrence 
during the World War, no longer pays. When, recently, 
a band from Kalkiliyeh dynamited a train and killed three 
of its passengers, a police dragnet speedily appeared on the 
scene, promptly rounded up the perpetrators of the out- 
rage, demolished four houses in the village and warned 
local Arab rulers that they would bear full responsibility 
for any future crimes in the neighborhood. These pen- 
alties are now beginning to convince some of the profes- 
sional Arab vandals that the government is at last deter- 
mined to protect the peaceful elements of the population. 

Britain's abandonment of the “‘kid-glove policy’’ towards 
terrorists is also slowly encouraging many Arab groups to 
protest against the virulent propaganda of their terrorist 
coreligionists. Thirteen Moslem clergymen in Gaza on 
October 27th actually braved threats of vengeance by issu- 
ing a manifesto calling for peace. And a few weeks later, 
Arab shop owners in Jerusalem dared to defy pickets men- 
acing them with death by pistol and rifle when they opened 
for business. What is more, they went so far as to 
attend a joint meeting with Jewish merchants where both 
strongly condemned the recent rioting in their city. Even 
the Arab Municipal Councillors of Jerusalem agreed to 
appeal to the whole city for a return to normalcy, al- 
though, fearing reprisals by ‘“‘nationalists”, they felt it 
necessary to issue their proclamation independently of their 
Jewish confreres. In Tirat Zvi, the recently founded col- 
ony in the Beisan district, local Arabs became quite 
friendly with the Jewish settlers and publicly expressed 
their appreciation for the free medical aid which the Jewish 
physician there extends to them. They went out of their 
way to inform the colonists that the gunman who a year 
ago murdered their former benefactor, Dr. Lehrs in Beisan, 
got $25 for the job. 

And yet, despite the change of governmental policy the 
British still continue to help the terrorists keep their 
strangle-hold on the Arab population. For, though the 
government is now actively suppressing organized murder, 
it cannot altogether forget its old habits. In the past the 
administration persistently encouraged the repetition of 
outbreaks by continuing to restrict immigration after each 
new riot. And now, too, while the government pum- 
mels terrorists with the right hand, it simultaneously pats 
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these same murderers on the back with the left by again 
yielding to them in the matter of immigration. The 
October ordinance on Jewish immigration went so far as 
to openly abandon the principle of economic absorptive 
capacity for that of a political high level—an outright 
concession to terrorist demands. To make things even 
worse, the British edict was so phrased as to refer to all 
prospective Jewish immigrants as “foreigners.” No won- 
der that the yishuv rose en masse in denunciation. Their 
vigorous protestations finally evoked tardy explanations 
from London to the effect that the proposed legislation 
was only a “temporary measure.” The administration, 
moreover, deleted the offensive phraseology before the 
ordinance became law. But it has made no change in the 
actual limitation of the immigration schedule to a mere 
8,000. 

The strain produced by the British anti-immigration 
policy and by the virtually uninterrupted attacks of Arab 
terrorists makes it increasingly difficult for the yishuv to 
solve its gravest problem: the task of preventing irrespon- 
sible elements in the Jewish population from retaliating 
on innocent Arabs. For some time past, the Revisionist 
Party in Palestine has been sabotaging havlaga (the policy 
of self-restraint in the face of provocation) by openly 
preaching the doctrine of replying to terrorism with ter- 
rorism. This ideology, which would not only spell dis- 
aster to the Jewish political struggle but also pie Jew- 
ish self-respect, has naturally horrified the broad masses 
of Palestinian Jewry. The entire Yishuv strongly con- 
demned Revisionist Fuehrer Jabotinsky’s proclamation hail- 
ing his followers who were arrested in connection with 
the murder of six Arabs on November 14. The Vaad 
Leumi (Jewish National Council) called a special con- 
ference representing all sections of the population which 
vigorously denounced—Jabotinsky’s attempt to “undermine 
the moral and ethical foundations of Judaism and Zion- 
ism.” It also resolved to launch a public educational 
campaign in order to crush this Revisionist effort to per- 
petuate insecurity in the country. 

At this moment, more than ever before, Jews must de- 
vote all their forces to united constructive effort. Their 
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economy is beginning to show the effects of weathering 
eighteen months of riot. Fortunately, the situation is not 
desperate. Jewish industry and agriculture are still hold- 
ing their own; no panic has affected banking; orange 
growers await a bumper crop; and foreign investment in 
Palestine continues undiminished. But, notwithstanding the 
fundamental solidity of business, farming and industry, the 
presence of 3,000 unemployed workers in the cities (6% 
of urban labor) portends that the threat of an economic 
crisis hangs over the yishuv. Already national groups 
have set about coping with the problem. In order to cre- 
ate sources of employment, the Histadrut decided to re- 
impose on each of its 100,000 members a progressive tax 
up to $20 a month as it did last year. The income raised 
in this way will furnish employment on public works for 
2,000 jobless. (Last year, Histadrut, in conjunction with 
the Jewish Agency, financed six million dollars worth of 
construction work which provided jobs for three thousand 
laborers, transfered 1,500 men from cities to labor-starved 
rural areas, and absorbed hundreds of workers in its marine 
and stone-quarrying enterprises.) In Jerusalem, private 
groups propose shortly to open textiles, asphalt, aluminum 
and flour factories which will give places to more than a 
hundred workers. The Association for the Promotion of 
Palestinian Products is seeking to remedy inefficient ex- 
loitation of local markets. It has already convened manu- 
acturers and retailers of the boot industry in order to 
curtail importation of shoes from abroad, and beginning 
January, .1938, Jewish stores will sell only Palestinian 
manufactured shoes. And in step with the times the 
entire population is displaying keen interest in the current 
Keren Kayemet (Jewish National Fund) campaign. The 
Jews own only one-quarter of the area assigned to them 
in the partition plan. In consequence, the problem of the 
national purchase of land promises to loom large. During 
the first three-quarters of 1937 alone Palestine Jewry con- 
tributed over one million dollars to the Jewish National 
Fund and now all Eretz Israel is digging deeper and 
deeper into its pockets against the day when the Jewish 
state will be established. 
DANIEL FINEMAN. 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 








Our Delegates at 
Gewerkshaften Convention: 


The League chapters from many 
parts of the country were represented 
by over fifty delegates at the 13th 
Annual Convention of the Gewerk- 
shaften held last month in New York. 
At a special session, our delegation 
adopted a national quota of $25,000 
for the Gewerkshaften Gampaign this 
year. 


Membership Drive and 


Organization Fund: 


Increase in membership is reported 
by many chapters throughout the coun- 
try. In New York City, in Philadel- 
phia, and in Chicago, several new 
chapters are in the process of forma- 
tion. The campaign for members will 
continue until the middle of March. 
The New York City Committee is 
planning to wind up its drive with a 


Purim Festival. The chapters are also 
making arrangements to meet their 
respective quota for the Organization 
Fund. Some have already sent in 
their share in full or in part. 


Nachshon: 


With the arrival of Goldie Myerson 
last month, the interest in Nachshon 
(Palestine Labor Maritime Co.) has 
gained new momentum among. the 
League chapters. 

The Bronx Council has pledged the 
amount of $10,000 for a fishing boat. 
500 shares have already been sub- 
scribed, of which $1,000 has been paid 
in cash. Brooklyn Chapter subscribed 
200 shares as part of a larger quota. 
Hartford sold over 300 shares. Spring- 
field, Camden, Philadelphia and other 
chapters are making extensive prepara- 
tions for Nachshon. 


Dr. Edward L. Israel 
in Pittsburgh: 


The Pittsburgh League enjoyed the 
presence of Dr. Edward L. Israel, 
Chairman of our National Executive, 
at a dinner meeting early this month. 
Dr. Israel addressed a mass-meeting 
of the local Gewerkshaften Campaign. 


Halutzim Night: 


The occasion of the 20th Anniversa- 
ry of the American Hechalutz will be 
celebrated under the auspices of the 
League on Saturday night, January 8th 
at Stuyvesant High School in New 
York. A program in true Palestine 
spirit is being arranged by the members 
of the Hechalutz Farm. 


Publications: 


by the end of this month, two new 
publications of the League will come 
off the press (1) 4. D. Gordon’s Se- 
lected Essays, translated by Frances 
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Burnce, under the sponsorship of Eldar 
Markson of Boston. (2) The His- 
tadrut, A Labor Commonwealth in 
the Making, by Abraham Revusky. 
These two volumes are in a sense 
complimenting each other, the one ex- 
pounding the Labor Zionist ideology 
by one of the foremost Labor teachers 
of Palestine, the other presenting the 
Labor Zionizm in practice as carried 
out by the General Federation of 
Jewish Labor. 


Dr. Kohanski Visits 
the Middle West: 


Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski, National 
Secretary, has made a short tour, visit- 
ing Pittsburgh, December 8-9, Cleve- 
land, December 10-11; Detroit, De- 
cember 12,13; and Chicago, December 
14-19. 


Hillel Bavli in 
Lecture Series: 


The Hebrew-Speaking Council in 
New York is sponsoring a series of 
three lectures by Hillel Bavli, well- 
known Hebrew poet and scholar. The 
series includes: (1) Characteristics of 
Hebrew Poetry from Haskalah Period 
to the Present, on January 23rd; 
(2) Characteristics of Modern He- 
brew Poetry, on February 20th; 
(3) Characteristics of the Hebrew 
Novel and Short Story, on March 
20th. All sessions will be held at the 
Society for the Advancement of Juda- 
ism, 15 West 86th street, New York. 


Activities of the Chapters: 
New York: 


Last month League activities cen- 
tered around the celebration of Cha- 
nukah with appropriate cultural and 
social programs. The regular monthly 
or semi-monthly membership meetings 
were also not neglected. Manhattan 
Chapter heard a fascinating lecture on 
“Contemporary Palestine Poetry”, 
given by Abraham Aaroni, and one 
on “Moses Hess” by Marie Syrkin. 
Sunnyside Chapter had an open forum 
with Abraham Revusky as lecturer. 
The Food Workers’ Chapter sponsored 
a theatre party at the Parkway 
Theatre. Mr. Isaac Hamlin addressed 
the audience on behalf of the National 
Administrative Committee... The Social 
Workers’ Unit heard Dr. Abraham 
Halkin on “Arab Nationalism and the 
Partition Plan”, at their first open 
forum of the season, which was 
held on December 16th, at the home 
of Miss Ruth Duker. Dr. Halkin 
also lectured at the Brooklyn Chapter 
open meeting on Tuesday evening, De- 
cember 2ist, at the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center . . . The Brooklyn Young 
People’s Chapter is making extensive 
preparations for a dance which will 
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From Any Office of 


Postal Telegraph 
You Can Send 


TELEGRAMS 


anywhere in the United States, 
Canada’*, or Mexico. 


CABLEGRAMS 


"Via Commercial’ to Europe and the 
Orient. "Via All America'’ to Central 
and South America and the West Indies. 


RADIOGRAMS 


"Via Mackay Radio" to Europe, South 
America and the Orient, principal cities 
in the United States and to ships at sea. 


* In Canada by the Canadian Pacific Telegraph 





THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 





Postal Teleqraph 
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Maurice Schwartz Production of 
BROTHERS cher 
ASHKENAZI yen 
‘The Brothers Ashkenazi’ is an even 
more ambitious and lavish production 


than was the Yiddish Art Theatre's 
memorable ‘Yoshe Kalb’. Which is high 


praise indeed !”’ ° 4 
—ROBERT COLEMAN, Mirror. Fine Persian Lamb 
“Full of life and rich in she sort of 
vivid details that made Mr. Schwartz's $950 
ponerse of the same author's ‘Yoshe 


b’ one of the memorable things in 

















es theatre!” Exceptional quality, lustrous 
—JOHN ANDERSON, tight-curl Persian Lamb Pelts; 
Journal-American. individually fashioned by 
YIDDISH ART THEATRE TRENCHER, the Largest Ex- 
Seventh Avenue and 59th Street clusive Furrier in *Old New 
Evgs., 8:30. Mats. Sat. & Sun., 2:30 York. 
“Whee Clade 61758 Accepted *277 Grand St., New York 
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take place in Monday night, February 
2ist . . . The Sholom-Aleichem Amal- 
gamated unit which was recently or- 
ganized by Mr. Judah Wattenberg, has 
made excellent progress in gaining 
members and in their program of ac- 
tivities. 

Chicago: 

Mr. Eli Bortniker, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Chicago Council, writes of 
the intensive membership drive that 
they are now carrying on. Two new 
chapters have already been formed. 
The existing five units maintain a 
lively program of activities. On Sunday 
evening, December 19th, Dr. A. S. 
Kohanski addressed a joint meeting of 
all the chapters. 


Abraham Revusky 
Lectures: 

The Jacob Polevski chapter in New- 
ark had this month as their guest 
lecturer Abraham Revusky who spoke 
on “The Economics of the Histadrut”. 
Mr. Revusky will appear at the 
Philadelphia Forum on Monday night, 
January 3rd. 


Syracuse: 

Their open forum series will begin 
on January 24th with Pierre Van 
Passen as lecturer, Mr. Sidney Green- 
berg, Chairman of the chapter, an- 
nounces. 

Cincinnati: 

An audience of 500 filled the hall to 
hear Maurice Samuel at the first open 
forum of the Cincinnati League last 
month. Mr. Ben Lowenthal, Chair- 
man of the Forum Committee, and Dr. 
M. S. Schulzinger contributed in no 
small degree to the success of this out- 
standing cultural event. The series will 
continue with Louis Lipsky on De- 
cember 9th, and Ludwig Lewisohn 
on January 6th, and Hayim Green- 
berg on February 8th. 


Los Angeles: 

Mr. Kraeindis, Secretary of the Ar- 
losoroff chapter, informs us that in 
addition to the chapters’ very lively 
program of cultural activities, and 
participation in the Gewerkshaften 
Campaign, it has participated very ac- 
tively in the organization of a Folk 
Shule last winter, at the invitation of 
the members of the local Poale-Zion- 
Zeire Zion, and with the cooperation 
of the City Terrace Branch of the 


Pioneer Wowen’s Organization. 


JEWISH FRONTIER FUND 

We congratulate the Detroit League 
on their successful Frontier dance held: 
at the Leland Hotel on November 
21st. Over four hundred people at- 
tended. They have exceeded their 
quota to the Frontier Fund, thanks to 





the marvelously managed affair. Sarah 
C. Rosen and Morris Lieberman, co- 
chairmen of the project, and Mrs. A. 
W. Sanders, chairman of the souvenir 
program committee, joyfully report 
that every League member actively 
participated in this energetic enterprise. 
The financial and moral success of their 
first joint project will stimulate them 
to more ambitious activities . . . They 
alreary transmitted to us the amount 
of $350 as part of the proceeds, as- 
suring that another remittance will 
soon follow ... We are waiting for 
other League chapters to emulate their 
success. 


Jewish Frontier Dinners 


In New York, the third anniversary 
dinner will be held on Tuesday evening, 
February 22nd, at the Hotel Astor... 
Chicago, Toronto, Philadelphia, Spring- 
field, Mass. and Houston, Texas 
chapters are making plans for Fron- 
tier dinners. This celebration has be- 
come a veritable institution of the 
League and our members and friends 
are looking forward to this festive 
occasion. 








MAILAMM 


The American Palestine Music Assn. 
Regular age eeetags and 


Monday, Dec. 20th—8 P. M. 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Dr. Lane. Lewisohn 
e Jewish poe oh - Diaspora 
Thelma Spear (Mrs. Lewisohn) 
Hebrew and Yiddish Songs 
String Quartet 
Hebrew Themes by Eda Rapaport 
Admission Free to Members 
Annual Dues $3, $5 and $10 
Apply Mailamm Office—153 W. 72nd St. 
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4 VATLANTIC CITY ‘N 


F aiiatate UM’'HUDAR 


Direct Supervision of the Atlantic 
City Rabbi Moshe Shapiro 


Make your reservations now 
for 
New Year’s Vacation 
December 24, 1937-January 2, 1938 
DINNER CONCERT MUSIC 


ENTERTAINMENT 
DANCING NIGHTLY 


Hot and Cold Salt Water in all Baths 





CoMPLIMENTARY TO Our GUESTS 
Saturday Midnight, - January 
Ist — New Year’s Supper, 
Dancing, Singing, Entertain- 
ment, Noisemaking, etc., until 
Daybreak Sunday Morning. 


EMANUEL E. KATZ 
Managing Director 








Men & Women 
Keep Fit! 


Slenderize ! 


\ , e e 

AS LOW AS 
You can easily lose junds and 
inches by the successful “MacLevy 
System” established since 1893. 
Fatty deposits are broken-up by 
Swedish massage taken in co-oper- 
ation with the mechanical mas- 
sage machines shown below. 
Passive exercise and heat derived 
from either electric blankets, cab- 
inets, or steam are all a part of 
this healthy and pleasant method. 
A TRIAL VISIT AT NO COST 
OR OBLIGATION. Results ob- 
tained is the reason why our 
yearly membership exceeds nine 
thousand. Let us mould your 
body and keep you feeling fit. 


$ 
MECHANICAL MASSAGE 





PASSIVE EXERCISE 





FACILITIES ALSO INCLUDE 
Sun Ray Dept. * Pool ° 
Gymnasium * Golf * Ping 
Pong * Turkish and 
Russian Baths 


Mac LEVY 


ATHLETIC CENTERS 





CHANIN BUILDING 
Lexington Avenue and 42nd Street 


WOMEN ONLY 
AShland 4-7739 





PARC VENDOME 
363 West S6th Street near Ninth Avenue 
MEN and WOMEN 
Circle 7-3680 








BROOKLYN CENTER 


Coney Island Avenue near Avenue J 
MEN and WOMEN 
ESplanade 7-0707 














30 


"Ghetto-Benches" in Poland 
(Continued from page 21) 


attempts to inject religious and racial 
strife into your academic halls, and we 
sympathize with the desire to maintain 
in your universities the atmosphere 
of tranquility which is indispensable in 
the enterprise of learning. But we 
must protest against the means chosen 
to achieve the desired tranquility. In 
the pursuit of the truth there is no 
room for religious or racial segrega- 
tion. To seek peace at the price of in- 
tolerance appears to us to violate the 
very basis upon which university life 
must rest. 


“We look with admiration on the 
glorious record of Polish participa- 
tion in the great republic of letters; on 
the contributions of Kopernik, Kon- 
arski, Lelewel, Cieszkowski , and Mick- 


iewicz, as well as of more recent Polish 
scholars. We are heartened also by 
the fact that a number of very dis- 
tinguished members of the faculties of 
your institutions of higher learning, 
continuing in the spirit of an honor- 
able tradition, have raised their voices 
against this discrimination. We ap- 
peal to you, our colleagues in Poland, 
to oppose this plan of segregation and 
to seek peace through means that are 
in consonance with the great tradition 
of Polish and world scholarship.” 








Jewish FRONTIER 
Third Anniversary Dinner 
Tuesday Eve., Feb. 22, 1938 


ASTOR HOTEL 
$2.50 a plate 

















JEWISH FRONTIER 





Annual Conference Dance 


HISTADRUTH NOAR 
IVRI 


Saturday, December 25th 


Lee Crane and His 
Hotel Edison Orchestra 
S. Rudensky—Palestine 

Satiric Theatre 


Bnai Jeshurun Ballroom 
270 W. 89th St. N. ¥. G 


Admission: $1.00 











Twentieth Anniversary World Hechalutz 


CHALUTZIM NIGHT 


Our fraternal greetings to the Labor 
Federation in Palestine and those who 
are active on behalf of the Palestine 
Labor Campaign. 


M. COOPERMAN 


Chairman 


A gala dramatic and musical evening sponsored 
in honor of the twentieth anniversary of the 
founding of the World Hechalutz, and 
the fourth anniversary of the 
American Hechalutz 
Special feature: “Life on a Hachshara Farm”, 
by the Chalutzim from the 


J. BRESLAW 


Manager 


* 


CLOAK, 
rRESSERS 
LOCAL 35 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 
SKIRT, DRESS 
UNION 


ADMISSION: 








Stuyvesant High School Auditorium 
15th St., near Ist Ave. 
SATURDAY EVE gual 8, 1938 


Auspices: LEAGUE for LABOR PALESTINE 
50c. 


Proceeds for Cream Ridge Hachshara Farm 
No collection of funds 


Cream Ridge Hachshara Farm 
New York City 


8:00 


Tickets available in office of the 
League or from Chapter Chairmen 











The CENTRAL PLAZA 


111 SECOND AVE. NEW YORE 
ORchard 4-6300 


invites your inspection of its five 
BALLROOMS, newly decorated, 
and especially the newly built 
most luxurious “NORM. oo" 
a for Banquets, Balls, 
, etc., also MODERN MEET. 
ROOMS in our ANNEX. 


Strictly 
Union ws 


A. ELLNER, Caterer for All Occasions 
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ame TEL AVIV 


Stop on the 
Seashore at 


HOTEL FISH 


oe ee eee Jews” 


Modern 
icans, Patronoed Ad iby "Lending Jews, Ame 
able -_ Hye 


sateg Bi oon oe 
alumn on 
hale visits = soe pany oud 





Garment Center's Most Attractive 
Catering for Banquets and Parties 


COMPLETE DINNER, 55c 
Breakfast, 15c up Lunch, 30c up 


BESTFOOD 


VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 


225 W. 36th St.. bet. 7th and 8th Aves. 
Open 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Mgr. V. TOFILOWSKY 








A. D. GORDON 
Selected Essays 


translated from the Hebrew 


by Frances Burnce, Ph.D. 


A League for 
Labor Palestine Publication 


Price $2.00 











New York's Leading 
Kosher Caterers 


For the Finest of Functions 
of All of 


New York’s Leading 
Hotels 








PARAMOUNT 
CATERERS 








601 WEST 183rd STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


WaAshington Heights 7-3780-1 


WEINSTOCK 6 ZISKIN. Hosts 














